-

~2. Abolish property nwmershig
a5 a gualitication for membershi
of Parliament.

« 3. A wage for members of
Warlicment.

4. 300 Qpnstituencies of equal
nunbers of electors.
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Slaughter at the Westgate

Main Agents For:
Yamaha, Clavi El ic Plano’s, Y
HC Organs
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Newport’s Friendliest Music Store
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The siege of the
Westgate Hotel sent
the townspeople
running for cover on
the morning of
November -4, 1839.

Thousands of men
from the valleys of
Gwent surrounded the
building and
exchanged fire with
the soldiers inside.

The mayor of
Newport was wounded
twice . during the siege
which claimed the lives
of more than twenty of
the marchers.

THE strength that had grown
through hard labour since early
childhood was, in many cases,
offset by diseases which in those
days had no names - Silicosis,
Pneumonoconiosis and count-
less injuries caused by working
at coal faces and furnace charg-
ing doors unprotected and un-
I1nformed

Many of those who started out
on the marches from the valleys
failed to reach their destination.
Stormy weather and the miles of
muddy tracks that would one
day be main roads took their toll
on those not in the best of health.

It was fifty years since the
French Revolution had changed
the face of Europe and rumours
were rife on that cold and rain-
drenched morning that the same
could happen here.

At every village along the
way, more joined the ranks.
Pikestaffs, muskets and clubs
were held aloft, pockets were

weighed down with home-made
ammunition and powder was
kept as dry as circumstances
allowed.

Much of the ills of the country
were, they were convinced, due
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to corruption and self-seekers in
positions of power. They were
asking for the right to vote for
their own champions who would
be free to fight their causes in
parliament.

In a letter to the tradesmen of
Newport, John Frost had writ-
ten, ‘“Much of the evils of life
proceed from ignorant, corrupt
and oppressive men in auth-
ority. The object of the Working
Men’s Association is to place in
the House of Commons able,
honest and industrious men.”’

Those who clung to power had
shown themselves deaf to de-

~ bate. Secure in the knowledge
that those who did not own pro-
perty could not vote, they felt
:;)l;eir positions to be unassaila-

e.

The abject misery in which
the majority of working people
lived was, however, becoming
too much to bear and the two
camps were on a collision
course.

As John Frost said in his let-
ter, ‘‘The question is, who is for
good and cheap government and
who is against it? The time is
fast approaching when there
must be no neutrals.”’

Ten days after writing his
letter, that time arrived.
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1. The right of all men
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one to vote :
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electors

4. Annual parliamentary
elections

5. Abolition of the re-
quirement for a member
of parliament to own
land or property

. 6. Payment of a wage to

all members of parlia-
ment
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THE recruit tight-
ened his grip on the
musket stock but still
the shaking would not
go away.

He inserted a finger
where the rough tunic
collar was making his
skin itch with the sweat.
Oh God whatever is to
happen let it happen
quickly.

Outside the closed
shutters was pandemo-
nium. From the hotel
lobby to his left came
sounds of swearing and
fighting then suddenly
the shutters were
thrown aside and he
began to fire.

Fire. Load. Fire.

Shrieks of anger and
pain and drifting clouds
of black smoke as he
and the thirty other sol-
diers fired into the
scattering crowd.

And then it was all
over. .

Some of the other
younger soldiers who
had never seen slaugh-
ter before were vomit-
ing but the old hands
looked composed
enough.

The groans and the
screams of the dying
masked the sounds of
his own retching and his
profanities.

On that terrible day
November 4 1839
another man was
trembling with fear and

remorse. John Frost
had urged his small
army of Chartists on to
the Westgate Hotel with
the aim of freeing pris-
oners and was dazed by
the speed and the vio-
lence of events.

With an animal’s in-
stinct for flight he ran
without knowing why or
where and later like a
wounded animal made
for a friend’s house; the
comfort of the herd.
When they came to ar-
rest him as he knew
they must he went
without a fight.

On January 16 1840 at
a special assize court at
Monmouth, Frost and
the other two leaders of
the Chartist uprising
William Jones, 30, a
watchmaker from
Pontypool and Zephania
Williams, 44, who kept a
beershop at Nantygio
were condemned to
hang and their entrails
be ripped from them for
the crime of treason.

Contentious points
which arose during the
course of the trial gave
grounds for successful
appeal despite it is said,
the personal wishes of
the Girl Queen.

For 156 years Frost
endured Van Dieman’s
Land and although he
visited Newport upon
his return and was ever
after treated as a hero
by its working folk he
never again lived in the

JACKIE AND PETER
Welcome you to
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Workers champion

Oby Mike Buckingham

town. He instead settled
at Bristol where he died
and was buried at the
age of 93.

John Frost was the
son of John and Sarah
Frost, who when John
was born on May 25,
1784 kept the Royal Oak
Inn at Thomas Street,
Newport. The young
John was raised by his
grandparents following
his father’s death and at
186 became apprenticed
to a Cardiff tailor. By
1811 he was back iIn
Newport and in business
for himself. .

By 1818 Frost was
engrossed by the radi-
cal politics which had
been fanned by the rev-
olutions in America and
France and now glowed
in L.ondon political and
debating clubs.

The middle class —
and Frost was middle
class by this time — was
by the early 18th cen-
tury an increasingly
important creator of
wealth and hungry for

the political status
which would reflect
this.

Why after all should
the Unspeakable in the
Shires continue in
pursuit of the Uneata-
ble, while those who did
the work lacked the
power? A vote for all
working men, account-
ability of the Members
of Parliament and the
government were, as
Frost by this time
thought, minimum poli-
tical demands.

" Chartists

thero, lawyer, banker
holder and abuser of
public office and a hated
foe. By 1822 Frost had
fallen foul of this pow-
erful figure and was in
jail. -

But it was Frost, not
Prothero who was in
tune with the temper of
the times. In 1835 he was

* made a magistrate and

the year after that
mayor of Newport.

At the high water
mark of radicalism in
1838 Frost was elected
to represent Mon-
mouthshire Chartists at
the National Convention
of the Working Classes
held in London just
eight months before the
Newport rout.

All that year the
with their
people’s charter de-
manded recognition for
the working and middle
classes and plotted and

speechified towards
such an end.
The argumentative

and eloquent Frost with
his tongue like a splash
of hot metal from a
furnace became pre-
eminent and as the year
went on a conviction
that the government
would yield only to
force, became more
fixed.

We still do not know
for sure what that
Chartist army intended
to do upon when reach-
ing Newport.

Perhaps its leaders
hoped their show of
force would frighten the

historians (and this is
more likely) believe the
taking of Newport was
to have been a signal to
insurrectionists
throughout Britain. In-
criminating papers
which might have set-
tled the argument were
burned even before the
last musket-echo died,
so we shall never know
for sure.

Of the men that died
that frightful, bloody
day, ten were buried at
dead of night and
without ceremony at St
Woolos churchyard.
Others crawled away or
else were carried away
by friends to die we
know not where.

Nowadays, with the
exception of annual
parliaments we tend to
take the demands of the

Chartists for granted,
but it was not until 1867
that working people in
towns were enfran-
chised and 1884 the vote
was given to country
labourers. It was not
until well within living
memory, after the re-
forms of 1918 and 1928
that women were fully
enfranchised.

be theirs. The genie was
out the bottle and could
not be put back.

The people could be
bamboozled, lied to,
bribed, robbed and and
occasionally bullied but
they would forever
afterwards have to be
humoured as well.

John Frost after his return from fifteen years
transportation in Tasmania

We no longer believe
in ghosts, but govern-
ments do.

And there is not a
government on earth
that does not shiver at
the thought of John
Frost and those who
may grow to be like
him, coming to haunt
them. .

So what did the
Chartists achieve? Very
little say some, using
the tardiness of subse-
quent reform as evi-
dence.

Everything, say rad-
icals. Notice was served
on all governments that
a new idea had found its
time.

Those whose labour
by hand and by brain
were to power the

D. J. LEWIS
General Building

New Extensions
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Plastering
Free estimates

THE GREENHOUSE

NEWPORT ROAD, LLANTARNAM,
CWMBRAN. '

But radicalism made
a man foam danger-
ously, so thought the
powerful Thomas Pro-

mayor, Thomas
Phillips, into accepting
rule in the town by
people’s charter. Many

economy as the Victor-
ian industrial miracle
forged ahead had
served notice that poli-
tical power could also
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The injustices and
inequalities, which
were rife in Mon-
mouthshire and
culminated in the
Chartist’s uprising
of 1839, were by-
products of an era
of great affluence.
Many fortunes
were made, by fair
means and foul and
the prosperity and
profit-taking cer-
tainly did not pass-
by Chartist leader
John Frost.

For Frost, as well as
being an able politician,
was a very successful
tradesman who
expanded his drapery
business to a shop near
the Tredegar Arms
hotel, as Newport de-
veloped into the shop-
ping centre of West
Monmouthshire.

Certainly, the boom-
town of Wales in the
1830’s was undoubtedly
Newport. While the
largest Welsh town was
Merthyr Tydfil, pros-
perity, sparked by the
twin industrial giants of
coal and iron, ensured
that Newport out-
stripped their deadly
rivals in the neigh-
bouring market-town of
Cardiff.

At the turn of the cen-
tury, in 1801, Newport’s
population stood at
1,423, but in just forty
years it had multiplied
to 13,766, compared with
Cardiff’s 10,077 in 1841.

Coal and iron
(supplemented by
timber, corn and slate)
provided the solid base
for industrial wealth. In
1840, there were exports

of 555,628 tons of coal
and 175,420 tons of iron.
Important impetus was
provided by the thriving
port, which was fed by
the equally prosperous
valleys via the im-
portant canal and
tramroad systems
which converged on
Newport.
Commentators of the
day, however, pictured
Newport in  widely
differing ways. One
called it ‘* A vile town in
which I think the lower
classes are of the very
worst description”. In
his opinion, their close
relationship with the *
Men of the hills”
symbolised the un-
comfortable fact that
almost a quarter of a
million people across
South Wales were

dependent for their
livelihood on the
continued success of

two or three major
industries.

Another recorder, in
1842, described Newport
as a market-town,
flourishing sea-port,
and borough both
corporate and parlia-
mentary, in the parish
of St Woollas and lower
division of Wentloog.
Situated upon the Usk,
about five miles from
the mouth of that fine
and capacious river.
The description con-
tinued, ‘“A light and
elegant stone bridge
spans the Usk, ad-
joining the picturesque
ruins of Newport castle.
The river is navigable
for vessels of the largest
size up to the bridge.
The tides are high and
rapid and the general
appearance of the port,
with it’s forest of masts,
at high water, im-

Argus Chief News Editor, TOM ELLIS,
takes a look back at the very different
Newport of the nineteenth century

presses the mind of the
visiter with enlarged
ideas of its greatness
and extensive capa-
bilities.”

We are indebted to
Alderman H.J.Davies,
writing in 1881, for
another commentary on
Newport about the time
of the Chartist riot. As a
special constable, he
ended up helping to
arrest John Frost fol-
lowing a tip-off that the
Chartist leader was
hiding in a cottage on
the Gold Tops.

The Alderman stated
that at that time the
roadway over the
bridge was very nar-
row, flanked on either
side with a foot pave-
ment and stone para-
pets, whilst at the town
end, opposite the Inn,
then - called the
Heathcock, and then the
Bridge Inn, was a board
showing the tolls then
payable to the Lord of
the Manor for animals
passing over the bridge
to the market. Shades of
tolls on the Severn
Bridge!

Above and below the
bridge boats
constantly seen in the

season, moored, with
nets for catching
salmon - obviously

before the modern curse
of pollution. On the town
side of the bridge, to the
north, was the old
castle, by then con-
verted into a brewery,
and a number of old

cottages known as the

Castle Precincts.
The canal, with its

towing-path, was

carried under the street

were ’

in a tunnel.

The King’s Head
Hotel was in those days
still separated from the
Carpenters Arms Inn by
alane and this wide part
of High Street was used
for holding the monthly

Cattle Market and
Newport Fairs. The
High Street, opposit

the entrance to Griffin
Street, was very nar-
row, caused by a pro-
jection called Napper's
Corner on the one side
and some old houses on
the other.

In 1838 green fields
occupied the site of
York Place and
Cambria Place and the
only houses beyond on
that side were
Brynhyffrid, the Lamb
Cottages and old Caeran
House. On the other side
of the road the new
workhouse had just
been erected and below
it were the Bull Inn and
Belmont Cottage.

Commercial Street
could boast of very few
three-storied houses.
The Corporation had
started a town hall but
had been unable to
finish it. The unroofed,
bare walls, with beams
and joists green from
exposure to the weather
remained until 1842
when the hall was
eventually completed.

At the end of Com-
mercial Street stood St
Paul’s Church, only
recently built, while
opposite was the parish
poor-house the paupers
having just been moved
to the new workhouse on
Stow Hill. This poor-
house was purchased by

Sir Charles Morgan and
converted into National
Schools for the whole of
Newport.

Where Commercial
Road started the Saluta-
tion Inn stood but from
there to Pillwenlly,
there was not a single
house, whilst on either
side of the road were
low, wet meadows. The
first part of the old dock
was then in progress
and there were a few
houses on Cardiff Road.
But green fields oc-
cupied the site of Clytha
Square, Clytha Cres-
cent, Mountjoy Place
and Herbert Street.

The road on the
northern side was
bounded by a hedge and
on the southern side was
an unfenced tramroad.
The whole of the land to
the south west of the Pill
Bank tramroad was
also pasture, skirted at

"Monmouth for

Pill by the Mill Parade.

On the east side of the
Usk, adjoining the
bridge, was the packet
slip and offices, from
where the old steamer,
Lady Rodney, managed
to take passengers to
and from Bristol, some-
times in four hours
sometimes in six, ac-
cording to the tide.
There were many
coaches from Newport
to a variety of places
including Milford
Haven and London. But
travellers had to go to
the
‘‘Express’’ coach of the
day, named Mazeppa.
This left the Beaufort
Arms at bHam and
reached the Bull and
Mouth in Regent Street,
London at 8p.m. the
same day. Anyone
prepared to travel at
break-neck speed on the
outside of the coach

///%/Z’/;/”
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2, prosperity and pastures

could do so for fifteen
shillings. A seat inside
cost double the money.

Unfortunately, the
South Wales Argus was
not then around to
record the activities of
such people as John
Frost and one of his
arch enemies Thomas
Prothero. However, the
Monmouthshire Merlin,
published on Saturdays,
reigned supreme and
‘‘Ranked high in
cireulation and public
estimation’’ The Merlin
was ultimately incor-
porated into the South
Wales Argus titles, and,
events having turned
full circle, the Argus
nowadays records
‘another boom-time in
Newport’s history, with
hi-tech industry to the
fore, and the possibility
of a barrage across the
famous Usk.

John Frost’s birthplace, The Royal Oak
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CHARTIST WEEKEND
A special weekend to
PONTLLANFRAITH celebrate the
T ™1 Chartist Uprising
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27
Gwent Theatre in Education presents
‘Treason’
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28,
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29

A two day conference presented by Lianfur
(Welsh Labour History Society)

For further details, contact Mr B. Davies,
101 High Street, Blaenavon, Gwent.
Telephone (0495) 792093.

SATURDAY EVENING
Blackwood Labour party are organising their
annual rally, national and international
speakers.

For any further information on any of these events,
please contact: E. John Watkins, B.Ed,
The Manager, Pontllanfraith Leisure Centre,
Pontilanfraith, Blackwood, Gwent, MP2 2DA.
Tel Blackwood 224562.

Derek and Susan invite you to spend a
relaxing evening at

The Upper
Cock Inn

We have Real Ales and are open for Lunches 7 days a,
week.

Traditional Sunday Lunches and a large car park.
Everyone welcome.
Telsphone: Cwmbran 3218.

~Manufacturers.of SCAFFOLD TOWERS,

Any

Pricesyou can afr or th
MADE FOR THE PROFESSIONALS BY THE PROFESSIONALS

J & PFABRICATIONS

UNIT 30, Albany Trading Estate, Albany Street, Crindau, Newport.
Telephone: 0633 821379 (day), 0633 276613 (evening).

professional.

e doﬂityourself handy

CHIMNEY TOWERS, BUILDERS TRESTLES

ize made to order.

person or for the |

Est

1893

A.R. ADAMS
& SON

Coomassie Street,
Newport. Tel 62060

ENGINEERS, STEEL
FABRICATORS, BOILER
REPAIRS AND CRANE HIRE

After 95 years of service to the industry it
provides a modern outlook, and still maintains
an old fashioned service. For all your
engingering requirements contact:

A.R. ADAMS
& SO

PILL BARK WORKS, COOMASSIE STR

_NEWPORT

For your Special Day

Exquisite Flowers — Fresh or Silk Designed

just for you

Personal Attention From a Family Business

o .,\‘i‘p

(City & Guilds Holder)
Also supplies to Offices and Hotels,

Fax or Telephone now for Presentation Bouquets,
I Sympathy Flowers and Every Special Occasion.

Same day delivery for urgent orders.

2D MALPAS ROAD, NEWPORT.

FAX (0633) 253124,
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A day in the life of Dai Bando

A . . Dai’'s shifts would smoke billowed up,
THE inscription on  death.. Certainly chartist.times. Let ;nmc:f(fe-::uf tor;xra e g:; be about eighty hours choking us, and the
the Crawshay the opposite of this Uus tfoll‘ow him over pondo got out of it. = 2 \\l':lagkt,) for v_vélictﬁ hci ﬁtmatc’fman baw’l]edd
Tablet at Forest would be the ac- 2 typical working («rpe “beds were would, be pald abou {;‘r(;m goompound
House, Treforest, cepted creed of a day. rarely cold..’). The -iWew -y(.s?osl‘:&hxgif-_- . holdit, 1say.
reads, ‘I have no Welsh labourer As a single lodger  wife of the house, to -30 - (good wag 4 > 1 Say.
God, I heed no living in Stack in Stack Square, whom Dai paid about & Lancashire weaver & Roddersup, lads —
summer, I feel no Square Blaen- Blaenavon, he would “ten shillings a week Was on a fifth of that come on, rakeher,
- =0 ’ , likely share a bed funn (‘wandering armies she’sneedin’air!
winter, I fear not avon durin, y for bed and i
e ’ g with 'another: if not, board, including his of gaux}t, starving andlgawpastmy
certainly that bed  washing, would have People...’). 5 butty’sbodythe
would be occupied by breakfast ready on With his mates Dai liquid iron bubbling
: the table for the Wwouldeata breakfast andthe furnace
Dawn  Shift the Of oatmeal bread, belched fire, singeing
moment he ap- DPerhaps dripping — usasthe rodswent
peared only foremen got into her, and I yelled,
) bacon — and wash it By Alexander ‘Right, you—come
* ey, poatts ik ar moorell amoke rofied,
i 'y
small beer ML takouay make  SONTHG bty
available b'ut not at mi:’:;ﬁ‘zéhe butty, thelip... staring
filter, 1o woui than  Jorwerdinourtum 2O LTS S0
'meet his ‘butty’ or &Sihebarrow-lads boys gothat way.
4 ‘Marrer’  at v the Yeforeusclattered Like Guto, my mate
I furnace area gates in  QWtofitwithempties. 004 G 000m head first
 North Street, a ladof  [teflurryoffurnace 5550 souljusta
(ten or eleven, one m&ﬁg’ﬁ;ﬁ%% the wisp of steam.’
‘:?:adiagt'ed o, sethhéf‘ Jurnace, and I'saw é:’v‘?g?f:ffaﬁ“"
. thee Would ohonb to  thetumultofthe .
) I ¢ ey molteniron below The . half-shift
s '+ the top of the tram- ; ended, Dai and his
3 = 4 lift and collect from ™€ and the bitch was
¢ s QN store  their long. S0bbingand moaning butty would probably
Tl b handled barrow a.ngd like a cowin labour. sit on the slag in the
NG N W, Downwenttheload: ¢ompound,  eating
Ry immense affair that, 30,4 ",400urand Continued on Page 7
AN ! - -<-by leverage, could » Vap ontinued on Page

carry up to four
hundredweights
(about 200
grammes).
Limestone, coal
and iron ore, in sepa-
rate horse trdms,
would be coming in
over The Top from
Pwlldu; according to

\

kilo-

CARPENTER
& NICHOLS

Improvement & Repairs, Roofs,
Extensicns, Grantwork.

v
= :
P ey
L=
_——_
S g a
o
@

=y ~
unbfwﬁ tromlalarks
/801

. Gihbon
& Son

60 Summerhill Avenue,
Newport, Gwent, NP9 8FQ.

Wales’ largest supplier of:

LOAF

Phone Newport
(0633) 255578
& 25589;2“.

Mountain Bikes

Cougar 15 speed ATB..............£129.99
Falcon Cheetha 15 speed.................. £159.99

WHILE STOCKS LAST

Corniche 18 speed, index gears.........£189.99

WHILE STOCKS LAST

Dolomite 21 speed, Exage-Biopace
with 7 speed Hyperglide Freewheel...£339.00

* For the removal of
unwanted hair by
electrolysis, call at:

“P ANMRA”

1 Westgate Chambers or
Tel: Newport 266420

For a private consulation.

We‘ve been established
for over 20 years.

: Foreman's order, All fully guaranteed
Blaenafon lronworks at  they would fill their Pl hehev oy
-~ ; < the turn of the century barrow with one or Flease note thenew telephone
{ Watkins B | it
. - along iveplanks :
d t f th NEWBRIDGE (0495) 248191
¢ 3 e ] ) < *hkhk kK Kk Kk ggac:sdosligitgngttg
yd e served. And on the :
— Funeval Bivector —  |* poycetang * | st [ CWMBRAN
» Danceland | snamg i e v
. 300 Chepstow Road, : :
Pembury House, Varteg Road, Varteg, | * Newol ms::& : butly wouldihen tip 3 G]LAZIUN@ CO
Pontypool, Gwent Fancy Dress/ the furnace. With his | | - 13 Victoria Street, Cwmbran. Tel 4301.
° % Military Costume %

SRR | BT | o oron e manon

- — and c. n. of boiling iron, Dai

24 HOUR PERSONAL SERVICE * Masks, Hats, * would - raise the Fitted by time-served tradesmen. Cwmbran's oldest double
% Wigs, Makeup % | handles until the load - glazing company. Established over 20 years.
Dedicated OMpel o f R e St * aints, etc.. . % slipped down. Free survey and no obli%zngn ;.;st_tha for your windows
: See ;;nszzd%l{;:\“ : “PANDORA" HARDWOOD, Alll”lfllllg
T RA THERMAL CLAD or uPV\
mtl (u4g‘5) 7727 25/7 73 883 * *_ * K k% K Superfluous Hair? Members of the Federation of Master Builders

WHILE STOCKS LAST
ALL TYPES OF CYCLE REPAIRS

CARRIED OUT e
SPARES AND ACCESSORIES Cxpibitions

L Watervitours

- RECYCLE Al
Arfists Prins
10 NEW STREET, PONTNEWYDD, CWMBRAN

TEL CWMBRAN 77198 Jdog-sumtugs 330-70m.

d "

CROWN HOME
IMPROVEMENTS

Building & Roofing
- Contractors

Complete building and roofing
service.

Plans drawn, all work
guaranteed, grant work
undertaken.

For competitive prices and friendly
service, ring
PAUL BENNETT

BLACKWOOD 224796.
PENLLWYN, PONTLLANFRAITH,
GWENT.
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From Page 6

from their bait-tins,
drinking small beer
and giving the eye to
the brickfield girls
going past, but when
the rail was beaten
for midday, they, like
the others, would
gather around the
furnaces to see the
molten iron coming
out. A silence would
fall over the com-
pound at the sight of
‘the miracle of the
iron’.

‘The rodder stoops
with his firing iron
and the molteniron
bulgesand flashes at
the plug asthe stone
is knocked out: down,
down, a writhing
globule of light
flashing, steamingin
purpleand scarlet
flame... downintothe
sand moulds —into
the well-mould first,
thendiverting in
flashing streams...
smalltributaries of
liquid iron —the
piglets suckling at
the mothersow, they
calledit: toexpirein
heatand shape and
last for a thousand
years. The furnace is
empty; its fire-box
belches relief.’
(Rape of the Fair
Country).

After shift, and two
tappings, and tired
after the twelve

hours of heavy
labour, Dal would
return to Stack
Square where his

landlady would be
awaiting him: with
the kitchen table laid,
she would ladle out to
her brawny lodgers
(they had to keep
their shirts on) bowls
of steaming - cawl
(meat once a week
was a luxury) a
pound of ‘accidents’
— some called it

‘chopped colliers’
cost sixpence a pound
at the Company

Shop: the price could
be less than half if
you walked to Aber-
gavenny and back:
but these shops were
convenient since they
sold on tick anything
from a pin to a
shroud.

Then, if it was a
Sunday, evening
would find Dai in the
pews of St Peter’s, or
in a Nonconformist
chapel; in his best
suit (and they always
had one) chest
bulging, singing
mainly out of tune
and eyeing up the
prospects on the
other side of the
aisle. An early
marriage of a good
strong Welsh girl —
Welsh-speakin’, mind
— I anna having any
of other daft lot...’
and the ironmaster
might put his name
down for a Company

house at two and sixa
week (‘Gawd,’” said
Dai, ’enough to break
us.’) But, week days
saw him usually lif-
ting his elbow in the
spit and sawdust of

the Drum and
Monkey, Billy
Handy’s public

(later, they say, he
went to The Queens
at Garndyrrus) there

to talk about politics, |

the rise of the secret
Unions (forbidden by
employers, though
they had one them-
selves) and what the
ironmaster’s guests
ate up at Big House a
week last Monday.
Heavy drinking, too
— first quart to settle
the dust: twenty pint
men only com-
manded local re-
spect. And after, a
walk up the moun-
tain, perhaps, with
the woman of his

choice, and watch the’

rainbow colours  of
the sky as the night-
shift tapped the iron
again; they say you
could read a
newsaper at mid-
night anywhere on
the top towns, along
the River of Fire

COBRA 4 HIRE

Taxi/Minibus Service for ,
Blackwood/Hengoed, Cefn Forest
area.

BARGOED 875211,
HENGOED 815060

(drivers wanted).

GWENT THEATRE

Renowned throughout Gwent for their
most famous and original theatrical
productions of both historical and
contemporaneous themes and follow-
ing the resounding success of their
recent production, ‘’The Rising 1839,"’
the company are pleased to announce

TREASON

A new play for community audiences
with music, songs and drama com-
memorating the 150th anniversary of
the Chartist Uprising.

““TREASON’’ will be premiered at the.
Newport Centre on October 24th, prior
to a tour of community venues
throughout the Gwent and South East
Wales until November 25th.

For further details and booking en-
quiries contact Julia Davies on
Abergavenny (0873) 3167.

Gwent Theatre is publicly funded by
Gwent County Council, the Welsh Arts
Council and the South East Wales Arts
Association.

The company gratefully acknowledges
additional funding from Newport

FORTHE DIY’'s

ALL SIZES OF TIMBER CUT TO SIZE AT VERY
COMPETITIVE PRICES
Doors, Windows, Garden Gates, Wash Basins,
Toilet Cisterns, also full bathroom suites.

ANTIQUE AND VICTORIAN GOODS

Usually a fair selection of Fireplaces, Hand Rails, Spindles,
Newell Posts, Lights, Brass Taps our speciality.
A good selection of leaded lights always in stock.

'NEWPORT SALVAGE

East Dock Road, Old Town Docks.
Telephone: 214820/211756

WESTERN VALLEY AUTO
SALVAGE, RISCA

down to Swansea.
Then bed, and sleep
— taking over the bed
when his mate got
out. And watch the
red flames flickering
on- the window,

listening to the cry-
ing of the animals

Ruins of the Ironworks
in 1970

0 V 4 g
smck s&ume AENGINE ROWBWRENAVON

under the whips, and
the bell-clanging of
iron — the new con-

Alexander Cordell’s
story of the life and
times of John Frost,

signment for Spain. Requiem for a
Then sleep. Patriot, is to be pub-
lished in paperback
\ along with another of
‘Dai Bando! Dai his popular titles,
Bando! shift you, Tunnel Tigers, in
mun — up!’ “Jawch! October and his new
There she blows book, Moll, is due for
again,’”” says Dai release next Febru-
Bando. ary.

* Repairs & Welding
* Valeting

CYRIL ROGERS & SONS

Gwent’s Leading Used Car
Dealers
* MoT’s While You Wait — No re-test fee
* Full Servicing Facilities

SPRAYCARE

Car and
Commercial Body
Repairs

Free Estimates

Albion Street,
Newport.
Telephone:
(0633) 842336

For full details contact

CYRIL ROGERS & SONS

KIMBERLEY PARK GARAGE,
. MALPAS ROAD, NEWPORT. TEL: 858264

-SALVATION ARMY

Hill St, Newport
Sunday: Services 10.30am & 6.00pm.
Monday: Over 60s Club 2.15pm.
Sunday: Children’s Club 2.45pm.

Monday: Youth Club 6pm.

Tuesday: Ladies Fellowship (Home League) 2.15pm.
Thursday: Bargain Shop & Furniture 10am-11am.
Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri: Play School 9.30am-12 noon.
Mon-Fri: Meals for the Elderly & Unemployed
(meals must be ordered).

Coffee available every day.
All ages welcome.
Enquiries contact Salvation Army

NEWPORT 267870

Breaking all makes of cars, light
commercials, etc.

©® ALWAYS WANTED ©

Accident damage vehicles and
MoT failures.

TEL RISCA 613925

Newly refurbished function room
available for

* WEDDINGS
* ENGAGEMENTS
* BIRTHDAYS,; etc

Reasonable rates.

THE KING

Somerton Road, Newport.

For informa_tién:'Tel 277768.

Satisfaction Guaranteed

uPVC WINDOWS:

% Designed to suit the needs of the customer.
% Installed quickly and efficiently.
% Supply only for DIY.

WINDOW

% All work carried out by highly expenenced production and

installation workers and fully guaranteed.

% Trade welcome.
% Nothing to pay until the work is complete.

ND
SYSTEMS

DI

TEL TREDEGAR 711505.

Phone now for your free quotation with no obligation.

“A Gem of a Window at a Gem of a Price”

DRILL HALL, DUKESTOWN ROAD,
TREDEGAR, GWENT.

P[opnetql’EMa!t‘lJ“AiRlT“ Aidizosfra e agadon aLialy

Borough Council for this production.

o — -
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Women’s champion

UNLIKE most
other Chartists,
including John

Frost, the editor of
the Chartist news-
paper, ‘“The West-
ern Vindicator",
Henry Vincent,
strongly believed
in votes for women.

Twenty-five years
old, handsome and
very popular with
women audiences, he
had a fine voice and
would often end his
meetings with a song.

He was sent by the
London ‘Working
Men's Association as

a ‘missionary’ to
Monmouthshire
where his eloquence
roused audiences to
fever pitch en-
thusiasm.

With three New-
port Chartists Vin-
cent was charged in
May 1839 with con-
spiring to disturb the
peace and was sen-
tenced to 12 months
imprisonment which
he served at Mon-
mouth Gaol. This
savage punishment
turned Vincent into a
Christian martyr and
his release from
prison was a major

@IJ: Rock Inn

LACKWOOD
Once a courtroom used by the Chartists.

Traditional, pleasant atmosphere and
offers full a la carte menu with chef’s
specialities. A choice of 20 different bar

meals available seven days a week.
Traditional 4-course Sunday lunches.

Bookings taken. Parties, buffets catered for.

Tel: (0495) 223441

Maria’s Pantry

Come and sample good food at
reasonable prices where the
atmosphers is great.
- 18 Market St, Brynmawr
N\ Tel 0495 310178

/ \

CINDERELLA |

BRIDAL WEAR

Beautiful garments by:
HILLARY MORGAN, LE BONNE, SALLY
CRAWFORD, ROMANTICA, RONALD JOYCE, also
hats by Bermona.

For those special wedding outfits.

CINDERELLA

g8a Commercial St 59a Frogmore St
Tredegar Abergavenny
(0495) 717757 (0873) 6319

objective for many of
the men, who joined
the march to New-

port.
Disturbances
associated
Chartist
occurred in other
arts of Britain but
e violent revolu-
tionary intent shown
by the Monmouth-
shire Chartists and
the ruthless reaction
of the authorities was
unparalleled. The
events at Newport in
November 1839 were
the product of
entrenched class

with

agitation-

hatred, writes
schools’ education
officer, Mr Leslie
James, in a pack of
prints and
broadsheets from the
Chartist period to
commemmorate the
150th anniversary,
on sale at Newport

Museum shop.
Popular  support
for The People’s

Charter reached a
climax during the
summer of 1839.
There was indigna-
tion throughout Bri-
tain at the court re-
jection by the House

of Commons of a
national petition in ;
favour of the Charter
and supported by
1,280,000 signatories.

When Henry Vin-
cent, a favourite with
Chartist audiences in
the valleys was jailed
in August, 1839, the
political temperature
rose. Secretly arms
were manufactured
and stored, men re-
ported for drill
practice and formed
companies, ' waiting
for their leaders to
give the order for
action...

TO THE

Jen§ Women
NEWFORT.

My Friexps,

You have cver found me your consistent and dauntless
advocate, I have a right, therefore, to expect you are my Friends. -

T am informed upon unquestionable authority that your laeal rulers

are anxious to arrest me to night. LET THEM TAKE ME.

It their

conduct be legal---well ! If illegal, they shall hereafter rue it. At
the worst my detention can but be for a few days-—-and as Philosophy
is every thing, the jails of our tyrants de not appal me.

Eflorts are being made to frizhten the peaple by calling our meetings
illegal.---1 never attended an illegal meeting-—-and there have been nowe
of an illegal nature held within the precints of Newpoit, scre one
held lately at Christchurch, where « man named Phillips lold tie vl
to make their horsesstand fire, and keep their powder dry?

T am told your Magistrates ave about to swear in persons as Special
Constables. They have their reasons for so doing: I believe them to
be bad ones, and will with your assistance, turn the mischicf they
may contemplate into an engine for their own legal destruction.

Meet me to night at Pentonville, where T shall do myscH the honour

of addressing you.

Keep the Peace I charge you !---The slightest indications of tmnule
on our part would afford our enemies a pretext for letting loose iheir

Bloodhounds on us.

Keep the Peace

and langh your enemies to scorn!

APRIL 25th, 1889,

Your devoted Friend,

HENRY VINCENT.

For free gquetations on windows, doprs,
porches and consarvatories, also
*FREE DESIGNS AND ESTIMATES FOR
YOUR FITTED KITCHENS

CONTACT DAVE MORGAN
0443813839/813388

Beaver Framing
Ltd.

Monk St, Monmouth, Gwent.
Tel (0600) 3905.

PICTURE FRAMING

We can help you choose the right frame
for your
Qil Painting — Water colour —
Photo, h — Certificate — Coins —
&:«f — Tapestries, etce, etc.

From over 300 mouldings and 80 mount colours, swept
and oval frames, at the lowest possible prices!

DIY kits — also trade and contract framing.

THOMAS AND
STRONG LTD

(WHOLESALERS)
Paint Brushes, Sweeping Brushes,
Hardware, Ironmongery and
Decorators’ Tools.

DIY AND PROFESSIONAL QUALITY.

For all your fresh

bread, rolls and cakes

ORNAMENTALWROUGHT

'IRONWORKS SPECIALISTS

TOPQUALITY MATERIALS'

©® [RON GATES o
® HANGING BASKETS
® BALUSTRADES
e
[ ]
AL

SECURITY PANELS
HAND RAILS

L TYPES OF WROUGHT IRONWORK UNDERTAKEN.
DELIVERY AND FITTING SERVICE.

FIRE ESCAPES
10 YEAR GUARANTEE
DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

CAERPHILLY ©
WELDING SERVICES

(0222) 888854

WELLAND BUILDINGS
(Rear of Trade Line Supplies

PENYRHEOL

(at competetive prices)

ﬁ. All enquiries welcome.
(©YNEWPORT 216673

or 252700

THOMAS & STRONG LTD
408 Corporation Road, Newport.

YOU'LL NEVER GET
ANOTHER PAIR.

' OPTOMETRIST

For all your eye care needs and
contact lenses, phone for an ap-
' pointment.

Remember, FREE eye tests are still
available for certain exempt persons.

TEL BLACKWOOD

(0495) 223394

Also purchase our speciality
ANIMACI: S}’I'A‘léEz' BREAD ;lOLLS
as arry a
l THE BAKERY, K. F. PAULL
Adelaide Street, Newport ~ LTD
Tel: (0633) 8554245 — TELEVISION CENTRE —
& Established over 60 years
B n M Ev ANs -14 Upper Dock Street,
[ ] a Newport.

Tel Newport (0633) 67007.

Algo at 2 BRIDGE STREET, USK.
TEL USK (02913) 2515.

* Suppliers % “The Paullette 3"
during the War years and still
giving that personal service
today.

For TV and Video Rental Sales
and Service from your local
independent dealer.

Tel Newport 267007 or Usk 2515.
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Day full of hope and tragedy

CHARTISTS

gathered on the
hillsides of Mon-
mouthshire & and
marched towards
Newport during the
night of Sunday,
November 3, 1839

carrying sticks,
pikes and guns.

They trudged along
the tramroads des-
pite a raging storm
fired by a burning
sense of injustice and
inspired by the
dream of a demo-
cratic society. Some
were unwillingly
made to join, men
pulled from their
beds and forced to
march.

The coalminers of
the Rhymney and
Sirhowy valleys were

led by former magis-,

trate and mayor of
Newport, John Frost

who had been at

Blackwood since
Thursday evening. At

Rogerstone he, and [

2,000 of his con-
tingent, waited for
Zephaniah Williams
and his supporters
from the iron pro-
ducing towns at the
heads of the valleys.
To avoid seventy
soldiers billeted in

the Newport
Workhouse (St
Woolos Hospital to-
day) Frost changed
plans and instead of
the direct
route along the Risca
Road, he instructed
his forces to follow
the lower road to Pye
Corner and Cardiff
Road.
The mayor of New-

rt, Thomas
Phillips was equally
worried. Newport

Police then consisted
of four professional
officers. Volunteers
who would turn up in

times of lawlessness -
the county’s 500
special constables,
were called upon by
the mayor who set up
his headquarters
with about sixty of
the constables in the
Westgate Hotel.
About 24 Chartists
living in Newport
were rounded up and
imprisoned either at
the workhouse or in
the cellars of * the
hotel.

Under the direction
of Lt Gray thirty in-
fantrymen arrived at
8.30am from the

"'“No Never”

workhouse to fortify
the Westgate Hotel.
At 9.20am nearly
5,000 Chartists
advanced down Stow
Hill in an orderly
manner and began to
face . the hotel.
Hidden by wooden
shutters drawn
across the window
the soldiers could not
be seen inside. As the
crowd gave three
loud cheers and took
up the chorus, ‘‘Give
us up the prisoners’’.
A special constable
on the door shouted
and a

small group rushed

" Monday night ten  revolution local
forward. Who fired it bodies were buried in landowners and
it is not known but a an unmarked busthessmen were
gun went off and paupers’ grave at St  jubilant. Thanksgiv-
gprﬁar tan%h chaots Woolos Churchyard. ing services were
tro e out. e sllllu(i Others were carried held in churches and
bersk tl\:vered pulle away by comrades. a dinner party was
ag.; Ay e orl gir giverfl On November 16,1839  given at the Westgate
a 45€h SOR ers Ot The Monmouthshire Hotel in honour of the

e egimen Merlin put the the 46th Regiment.
fired at the crowd, death toll at 22
g)lrcing the mass of ) lei{lor Thomas
e surprised Genuinely beliey- Phillips, who had
Chartists to retreat y o been wounded.

for cover.

In less than 26|

minutes the fighting
was  over. That

(J

JOFF WATKINS 3|
AND SONS

Mayfield Garage, Green Field, Newbridge

MoT Station, Servicing, Welding,
Body Repairs, Crypton Tuning,
Wheel Balancing, Tracking, etc.

NEWBRIDGE 243056
NEWBRIDGE 243389

AFTER HOURS.

Designer and Budget s

poultleompoﬂd\;ipdeo. ’
Lenses .

types of Contact

Al
Look in on us for professional advice on your

requirements.

davies & ball

. _w
opticians
3/5 Bridge Street, Usk. Tel 02913 2171
19 Newport Road, Caidicot. Tel: 0291 422485

counselling and advice.

WORK FOR YOU.

We are a drop-in centre for young people aged between 15-25 years old. We
are open 11.00am-10.30pm Monday to Friday; 3.00pm-9.30pm Sunday.

We offer a range of activities which include an opportunity to socialise with
other young people, talk to people who can help with jobs, benefits,

You can learn about Computers, Word Processing, Typing and Ko_ybaarﬂ
Skills. You can be involved in Keep-Fit, Music Workshops, Duke of Edinburgh
Schemes, Art and Craft Workshops. You can also join groups on weekends

away.

DROP IN AND MEET US. IT IS YOUR CENTRE FOR YOU TO USE SO MAKE IT

CWMBRAN CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

GLYNDWR ROAD, TOWN CENTRE,

CWMBRAN, NP44 1QS. Telephone 75851

Scene of the Chartist
l Trials at Monmouth

ing that the country

had been saved from -

became a hero.

CRC

Caerleon Ready-Mixed Concrete
Suppliers of quality controlled
@ Ready mixed concrete
-® Floor Screeding

NEWPORT 423551

Western Ind. Estate, Newport, NP6 1NN

NEW LOOK

etc.

THROUGH THE SPAR
Open 8am-10pm, 7 days a
week.

Pleasant and courteous staff
to look after you.

Ron Burchell,

3 CENTRAL BUILDINGS,
Oakdale, Blackwood (0495)
223508.

GREAT
ESCAPE

We offer a relaxed atmosphere, friendly
seryice and superb food.

* SUNDAY LUNCHES
* BUSINESS LUNCHES

% PARTIES CATERED FOR
Facilities for the disabled.

fruit, video club and D-I-Y-

‘ TEL: (0685) 79640
SMRSTORES | ™= e PPARD
offers, freshest of fresh PAINTER AND DECORATOR

All types of Decorating.
Specialist finishes. Paper hanging.

Competftive Rates.
Advanced City & Guilds

! -24 hr answer service.
.Tel Newport 855337
T Pontypool 53070

qualified.
Free estimates.

KITCHENS, BATHROOMS, CENTRAL
HEATING & uPVC WINDOWS

LUXURY

KITCHENS

Choose from
‘Wl ourrange of
Ram,
Koo,
Crosby, . N
Gower,
8o Modam,
Gilroyd.

[ BATHROOM
SUITES

Royal Doulton »
(Steirad),
Twyfords, -,

@ Made -
L i to CENTRAL HEATING
@} Measure Pt Compowion |
- ) oo]E' " CF modals
FREE Estimates D‘ Wallmounted
All products can be - T-;:;ﬁ‘;?.’i;“’
instalied S
———— e hons o P G, e Dot
Pipe, Stove-enamailed Radatons.

Free weekend breaks with all sales on

BATHROOMS, KITCHENS, CENTRAL
HEATING & uPVC WINDOWS OVER
£400 BEFORE AUGUST 31, 1989.

%

REGAL BHK

OPEN: MONDAY-FRIDAY, 8.30am-5pm; SATURDAY, 9am-5pm;

SUNDAY, 10am-12 noon.

THE OLD CO-OP, BULWARK ROAD, CHEPSTOW.

TELEPHONE (02912) 79940.
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Chartist memento back home

EVERY stepofthe
Charist’ marchon
Newportis
recordedthrough
the words of eye-
witnessesona
pageofthe
Monmouthshire
Merlin - forerunner
ofthe Argus-inan
exhibitionat
Newport Museum.
Whereitallended
iswellknown; onthe
stepsof the Westgate
Hotel where more
than twenty of the
thousands of men
from the valleys of

by Janet Young

Gwent died for their
idealsinapitched
battle with troops
stationedin the hotel.
They musthavebeen
easy targets,

- uncomplicated,

working men
showing perhapsa
bravadothey
innocently believed
wouldnotbe se
forcibly met.

Ata Westgate
Hotel window along
withthe armed
soldierson the

morning of
November4, 1839,
was the mayor of
Newport, Thomas
Phillips, making a,
stand onbehalf of
gentlefolk who did
‘not want the peace of
thetowninvaded. He
was not surprisingly,
wounded in the cross-
fire,intheleftarm
andrighthip. He was
knighted by Queen
Victoria for his
efforts and by public
subscription of 800

Former mayor of Newport, Mrs Ruby Kehmstedt, examines the plaque

with its finder, Simon Nicholas

OPEN LEARNING COU

RS

i Newport [
BOROUGH OF NEWPORT
\SRER AL ol

NEWPORT TRAINING SERVICES
FREE TRAINING FOR YOUR FUTURE

‘guineasgivena
silverplate.

- Apiece cameto
lightinthe early
1980s, aman went to
anEssexscrapyard
andpaidout
something like 10p
for a piece of metal to
weldontohisvan
whichhad justfailed
the MOT. He took it
home to Colchester
and inspected it more:
carefully suspecting
thatitmightbe
silver. Itwasthe
testimonial to Sir
Thomas Phillip
bearing more than
400names of
Newport
townspeople. He
approached Newport
Borough Council, and
afewhundred
pounds thericher,
was able toputdown
the depositona
house. The
testimonialison view
at Newport Museum.

Itwouldbe
interesting toknow if
any otherof the
commemorative
plate exists though it
isbelieved that the .
family whoowned it
in the 1950s sold it to
the ArmyandNavy
Stores-atatime
when it wouldhave
beenvaluedby
weightonly andwas
probably melted
down. Ifithadbeen
keptitnotonly would
‘havebeenworth
morebutof
considerable historic
interest.

R o

Free training to anyone not working, of interest to persons wishing to learn
new skills whilst studying at home with tutorial guidance and hands-on
experience. We offer courses for anyone between the ages of 18 and 55 in:
OFFICE AUTOMATION, MODERN OFFICE COMPUTERS.

ITEC

85% of allITEC TRAINEES Special constable,
These cater for the 16-18 vyear old ACHIEVE FULL TIME Thomas Walker. Ac-
school leavers and will give training in EMPLOYMENT OR cording to the

COMPUTING, ELECTRONICS, MODERN OFFICE. " HIGHER EDUCATION

NEWPORT INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY CENTRE

SKILL CENTRE, CORPORATION ROAD, NEWPORT.
TELEPHONE MR BOB DARNWOOD ON NEWPORT 280991. .

The Newpo

@ Situated above the M4’s Brynglas
tunnel at Newport, commanding :
superb views of the lovely Gwent
countryside, close to Junction 26.

@ Early bird dinners available from

Chartists, many special

-constables were sworn

in prior to the march on

Newport in anticipation
of violence

The plaque, bearing the names of subscribers, now back home in
Newport Museum and (top) the mayor of Newport at the time of the
riots for whom the plaque was cast, Sir Thomas Phillips

. . , PART OF
All bedrooms have en-suite bathrooms anﬁ THE CELTI,C BAY GROUP
showers, remote control colour television, 5

trouser press and hair dryers.

Restaurant and Lounge: Enjoy a pre-lunch
aperitif or relax after a superb dinrier in our
luxurious loun%e. The restaurant offers every- N

\ﬁ“‘,,

4.30pm for Children and Adults at thing that could be expected from a quality /
affordable prices. restaurant today. /’7
@ Children’s Play Area specially The Chef specialises in firstrate food ac- [~% —-

equipped to keep the children oc-
cupied.

@ Conference Facilities. Seating for up to
20 for conferences, seminars, etc.

companied by an extensive wine list, offering
delicious steaks, salads and tempting deserts
that make it the perfect place for families and
friends to meet, with an excellent children’s
menu available day and night.

AMPLE CAR PARKING SPACE FOR 60 CARS.

147 BRYN BEVAN, NEWPORT, GWENT. NP9 5QN.
TEL (0633) 821818 (5 LINES) FAX 481491.
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A new era for the Westgate

FRESH flower ar-
rangements and a
decor of clover
hues blended with
shades of cream
and peach give the
right palatial touch
to the Westgate
Hotel.

Likened to a liner,
the building spreads
over several shops in
Commercial Street.
There are 72
bedrooms in use,
most with en suite
facilities. Other
bedrooms on the fifth
floor are currently
being enlarged by
converting three into
two.

Residents seeking
sporting and swim-
ming facilities have
concessionary use of
Newport Centre.

Restoration work
has cost one and half
million peounds to
date. The Westgate’s
oval ballroom with
its imposing silvery-
blue ceiling banded
in cream and large
mirror to cast inter-
estin reflections,
minstrel’s gallery
and Russian
fireplaces, is magni-
ficent.

It is difficult to
walk down the
sweeping staircase
from first to ground

Mr Frank Olding, assistant tourism officer of
Blaesnau Gwent Borough Council with a
commemmorative plaque remembering some

of those who died in the riots :

floor without feeling
a sense of history. It
is easy to imagine the
angry Chartists
bursting in on the
morning of Novem-
ber 4, 1839.

The Hotel dates
back to the early 15th
century but the pre-
sent building was
built in 1886 - 47 years
after the Chartist
burst into the original
hotel hall, destroying
everything in their
way. The front
pillars, allegedly
bearing bullet_holes
from the riots, have
been saved for pos-
terity, and are there

. for inspection today.

The name
‘‘“Westgate’ dates.
back to the
‘‘Westgate House"’

that stood on the site
early in the 15th cen-
tury. It belonged to
Sir William ap
Thomas, the famous
Blue Knight who
lived at Raglan
Castle. The Westgate
House was a parcel of
the manor of Sutton,
of which, along with
the manor of Raglan,
he was lord.

When his daughter
married Sir Harry
Stradling of St
Donat’s Castle, Gla-
morgan, Westgate
House formed part of

W

L

her dowry. Later it that he was a rallying place and it
was sold to a younger  Catholic). seemed natural that
son of the family of The Whigs fought the Westgate House
Kemeys, lof Cefn against the over- ‘should become the
Mably, William  whelming influence  ‘‘opposition’” meset-
Kemys who in 1446 of the Dukes of ing place, said
became Constable of Beaufort. The Duke  Gillian Holt.
Newport Castle. had an inn, the The house was re-
When he became  Heathcock, near built in 1779 and
mayor the following Newport bridge became known as the
year, Wesigate which was used as a, .Westgate Inn.

House became the %

‘mayoral residence.

Roger Kemeys, the
last of the family,
sold it to Henry
Morgan of Penliwynm
Sarph in 1611 - a
member of one of the
wealthiest of the
g:)unger branches of

e Morgans of Tre-
‘degar.

The Morgan’s of
Penllyn, wrote
Gillian Holt of New-
port Reference.
Library, in a booklet
on the history of the.
hotel compiled with
the help of Mr Harry
Ackersley to mark
the centenary of the
new hotel in 1988,
were leading Whigs
(members of the
English political
party that opposed |
the succession to the’
throne of James,
Duke of York (1679-

80), on the grounds The entrance pillars, some s, still bear the

bullet scars of the Chartist attack

NEED MORE ROOM ?
HAPPY WHERE YOU ARE ?
SAVE TIME AND TEARS — BUY A

CONSERVATORY

No planning permission (normally); No chain transactions/delays;
No waiting in for viewing.
Could you move house for £2,550.
That's the price of this 8 x 10 Trinidad, including base,

Gwent Conservatories & Garages

supply and erection + VAT

ON VIEW AT

OLIVERS
GARDEN
CENTRE

Old Chepstow
Road,

Langstone.
Tel: 0633 413559.
Skilled enough
to cape,

Small enough
to care.

We make the occasional dinner
something of an cccasion.

If you travel on business, dining out is no longe'r' a
novelty. Until someone makes it something
special.
Likewise if you're celebrating or dining simply
because you feel you deserve it.

Things special are our speciality.

We take the finest local produce and serve it with
both traditional and international flavours.

We provide a setting which is sumptuous but not
over the top.
We deliver service which is attentive without
being intrusive.

We find our combination a recipe simple to
follow.

Of course, not all restaurants can follow the
simplest of recipes . . . '

@e%ﬂﬁmﬁs&
Westgate Hotel,

Commercial Street, Newport, Gwent, South Wales NP9 ITT.
Tel. (0633) 244444,
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The value of hard-won freedom

A CENTURY after
the Monmouth-
shire Chartists
marched on New-
Jport, the great folk
poet Idris Davies
of Rhymney, re-
membered the men
of 1839 in his poem
'The Sacred Road.
They walked this
road in seasons past
When all the skies
were overcast, .
They breathed
defiance as they
went,
‘Along these trou-
bled hills of Gwent.

They - talked of
justice as they strode

Along this crooked
mountain road,

And dared the little
lords of Hell,

80 that their Suture
should be well.

Because they did
nol count the cost

But battled on
when all seemed lost,

This empty ragged
road shall be

Always a sacred
road to me.

In November 1839 that
road ran from Tredegar

Dukestown,
Beaufort and Nantyglo
in the Heads of the
Valleys, down through
Blackwood and Pont-
llanfraith, Aberbeeg
and Newbridge on to
Abercarn and Risca and
then to Newport where
it ended in chaos and
mayhem at the
Westgate Hotel in New-
port

mouthshire workers it
was a road to death, For
others it was a road to
terrible wounds and
victimisation. And for
the leaders John Frost,
Zephaniah Williams and
William Jones it was the
road to transportation
and the atrocities of
brutal imprisonment in
Australia.

Truly, in the days and

weeks following the
Newport Rising, any
supporter of the

Chartists would have
felt that ‘“‘all the skies
were overcast’’ and ‘‘all
seemed lost’’., They
mourned ~ the dead,
comforted the injured,
learned  that their
leaders had been hunted
down, manacled &and
sentenced to death for
treason. They ‘grieved
in the belief that their
hope of liberty had been
killed at the Westgate.
Angd yet, despite all of
that agony and failure,

For twenty-two Mon-

the march to Newport
still proved to be an
advance along the road
to freedom.

To say that is not to
offer the pious ratio-
nalisation, from the
safety of 160 years dis-
tance, that all of the
sacrifice and sorrow
‘‘turned out for the best
in the end”’, neither is it
to sentimentalise the
bloody shambles as a
“‘glorious defeat’’.

It is to say that
because the Chartists
marched in Gwent 160
years ago they made
events take a shape
which they would not
have taken without
those efforts and the
fear and pain that
followed. Lessons were
taught and learned.
Examples were given
and taken. As a conse-
quence, the whole
course and means of
democratic advance in-
Britain were strongly
influenced by the people
who trod The Sacred
Road.

First, the experience
of Newport showed that
whilst the cry for liberty
could be shot at and
those who voiced it
could be killed and
jailed, the demand for
liberty could not and

- would not go away. Far
from snuffing out the
flame of freedom,
brutality made it burn

-

brighter, illuminating

l |

For all your Concrete/
Tarmac requirements

DRIVES, PATIOS, PATHS,
HARDSTANDINGS, Etc, also DRAINS &
FENCINGS

Jim MacDonald

on NEWPORT 271933
or EBBW VALE (0495) 303643

. . . Call

the thoughts of many
Jwho neither would nor
could have joined in vi-
olent
action.

Second, the Newport

revolutionary

by Rt

on Neil
Kinnock MP

Rising finished off the
idea, in Britain at least,
that violence could and
should be used as an
instrument for political
advance. It demon- -
strated that anger -!
however justified - was
not enough against the
ruthlessness of the
powers that ruled and it
emphasised the need to
find other, surer, ways
to secure change. It
gave bloody and con-
clusive validity to the
argument that or-
ganised soldiery would
always prevail over a
crowd, however large
and determined. It
ensured that in future
all efforts to achieve im-
rovement would have

be made by the
painstaking, patient,
and frustrating - but
ultimately more certain
- means of peaceful
action in strikes or
boycotts, through
agitation, education and
organisation and by

The Farmer’s

Daughter Restaurant

(LICENSED)

what Frederick Engels
called ‘the slow pro-
gress of parliamentary
activity’.

Third, the Newport
Rising came in the wake
of the Peterloo Massa-
cre in Manchester in
1819, the Merthyr Riots
and execution of Dic
Penderyn in 1831, the
vicious punishment of
the Tolpuddle Martyrs
in 1834 and the brutal
treatment of protesters
and political activists
elsewhere in Britain,

In each case the reac-
tion of the Government
and most of the Estab-
lishment was the same -
savage suppression op-
erated through harsh
military force and a
vindictive legal system.
But the response to the
Newport Chartist dem-
onstration was
excessive even by those
standards. Even as it
terrorised the common
people it was provoking
the more thoughtful
amongst the ruling
clagses into under-
standing that whilst
small areas could be
temporarily pacified by
force and  judicial
oppression, the country
could not be governed
by such means. Lord
Chief Justice Tindall .
the judge at the trial of
Frost, Williams and
Jones - manifested that
in his efforts to reduce
the offence for which
they were tried from
one of treason to the less
serious one of riot.
General Napier, the
military commander of
the North of England
who used his troops
against Chartists nev-
ertheless reflected that
the commuting of the
death sentence on the
Gwent Chartist leaders
was wise since
‘‘executions...are cru-
elty...and useless for
cha.ngmg mens
opinions...It is not law
but barbarity to slay

sands of honourable
men agree with the
condemned man. It is
not justice, it is the ven-
geance of a dominant

pﬂl’ty".

concession to
humanity which such
people made came from
liberal enlightenment or
from a desire to save
their skins and their so-
ciety from uproar and
permanent disorder, the
effect was the same,
After the atrocity in
Newport, the rulers of
Britain never again
allowed mass slaughter
to be used as an in-.
strument of Govern-
ment - at least in Bri-
tain. The story in the
Empire was somewhat
different for decades
after that until there too
it was recognised that
force can have no per-
manence as a system of
rule.

It would, of course, be
pleasant to be able to
think that such was the
revulsion felt at the
savagery of the re-
sponse to the Newport
Rising that it ushered in
a new dawn of democ-
racy. Such was obvi-
ously not the case. It
was ninety years from
the Chartist Riot to the
General Election of 1929
when 21 year old women
got the vote and British
democracy could really
be said to be growing
out of infancy.

As we remember
these facts what comes
home to us is that the
striving for democracy
was not long ago and far
away but the near and

recent, In 1989 we are
not detached from the
events of the past. We
are bound to them by a
continuos thread that
runs through the stand
against fascism in
Spain, Italy and
Germany in the 1930's;
the resistance of the
people of Hungary in the
1950’s; the efforts for
Czech freedom in the
1860’s; the sacrifices for
Chilean democracy in
the 1970’s; Solidarity’s
triumph over martial
law in Poland in the
1980°s. In this year the
intifada rages in the
occupied territories on
the West Bank of the
Jordan, the black
majority of South Africa
uses boycotts and dem-
onstrations and sit-ins
to try to secure basic
human rights. And no
one who knows of the
murderous oppression

t came to
Tiananman Square,
Peking, on June 4, 1989,
can fail to understand
the similarity between
that and the slaughter
at the Westgate Hotel,
Newport, on November
4, 1839.

In all of those places
at all of those times in
all of those languages
people yearning for
release from economic,
political, social and
racial injustice could so
easily have used the
Chartist cry,

“We raise the
watchword Liberty

We shall, we shall,
we shall be free’’.

G. W. TAXI

" % Reliable modern cars

% Wedding limousine
now for hire

% Distance no object

PENTREPOETH ROAD, BASSALEG,
"NEWPORT, GWENT

Open Tuesday to Saturday evemngs for
3COURSE DINNER fror_n £9.95 )
A SUNDAY LUNCH from £6.75
Prxvate functions, meetlngs, ete.
~ Open anytime by arrangement.

% Any work undertaken
You have tried the rest — now try the BEST!!!

Tel HENGOED
813712/821991/834444 |

men for political

opinions, in which thou-

IVIotor

Tredegar Arms,
‘Bassaleg

Road, Bassal
el (0633) 893247,

Mr and Mrs L. D. Jenkins.
For a warm welcome and a relaxing atmosphere.
% Real ale ® Bar meals (every day except

Casrphi , Gwent.

|nsurancei

% Young drivers.
% Convicted drivers.

THE THREE HORSESHOES

MALPAS ROAD, NEWPORT. TEL 857510

Sun%ay %veﬁgS) :1 Ala ime meénu *ksu%day Call now to make your Christmas bookings on: | il ',‘,’L‘;’,‘,ﬁ';'lts. POP QUIZ EVERY
la S ' . - .
s Fneon oot fos amal parties. | TEL (0633) 892800  DONYPRREGNPR | - THURSDAY & SUNDAY EVENING ~
L 25621 2 Function room now available — up to 40 people for
c | for a free quotation. For Beer: "'t;_:_:iy \[/)lji::ss '::2";;:;;: :’:;c; friendly
ompllter S OW;xn‘fgf;g;f"‘i_‘"v' """ atmosphere, call into
Printers d Saturdays Sem-1pm. "THE THREE HORSESHOES
soﬂware GrCYhoun ' g W. Rentals R. W. Rentals R. W. Rentals R. W. Rentals
: Pontilanfraith : %
Per |phemls Chartist Meeting Place E s E L F D R I v E VA N s E
Consumables E + MINIBUS HIRE -
Photocopiers E Light Haulage and Courier Services available. ¥l
Typewriters DISCOS 2 Van rental half daily, daily, weekly and >
yp Thursday and Saturday = monthly. Contract work undertaken. -
Fax's : : AIRPORT SERVICE @ LUTON ® GATWICK @ IN FACT, .
LIVE MUSIC « Contact Haydn Wi I':NYdWHER%ONTYPOOL 3 2
. s s : Friday evening. ontact Haydn Witheridge on 53088 -
This man didn’t talk to us be,fore he Sunday lunchtime. = >
bought his computer! * Good selection of beers and b R. W. RENTALS z
- L] - I : m m
For friendly, plain English « Boor garden and a large car o GWENT GARAGE, CLARENCE STREET, B
advice, ring Mark cn 0633 park. . = BN P 9NTYP°°L' o
259476 # Pool table and video juke box. recovered Established December, 1984 ’
Everyone welcome. ™~ Open: 9am-9pm, seven days a week. s
Chason Business Systems. Tel: (0495) 223182 J R. W. Rentals R. W. Rentals R. W. Rentals R. W. Rentals



wastothe peopleof

vers alfy() t)}f‘ ?h?l the industrial towns
Chartist rising is of Ebbw Vale, Bryn-
artis g mawr, Tredegarand
being commemor-  spertillery. Further
rated throughout details canbe
Gwentand the obtained by
Glamorganswitha telephoning 0495
seriesof events 350555, extension
designedtoinform, 2535.
educate and There isanoppor-
entertain. tunity totreadthe
From August2ito samefootstepsasthe
September 8, Ebbw Chartists witha
ValeCivie Centre Guided Chartist Walk
playshosttoan through Newporton
exhibition entitled, September16at2pm.
ChartisminBlaenau StartingattheLych
Gwent. The exhib- Gate of St Woolos
itionsetsoutto Cathedral, members
illustrate how of NewportLocal
important the History Society will
Chartist movement illustrate the story of

the Chartiststhrough details are available

HIGH PERFORMERS

A AN AR A AN

Get the very best in gas central heating economies using latest technology
in boiler and system designs.
Combination units needing no bulky hot water cylinders, no feed and
expansion tanks to freeze in the attic. They ean provide hot water directly
to the tap. Condensing boilers that can recover waste heat from the flue
gases producing efficiencies up to 97%.
SAVINGS CAN BE AS MUCH AS 40% OFF
YOUR GAS BAL!

Call us now for a free estimate with no obligation. We can install for you or

supply materials only.

AANARANARANN

H & D HEATING
0495 216814

SPECIALISTS IN

MINI'S, METRO’S
and High VAN

Performance Cars MoT Centre

Collection and Delivery Trailer service available.

FROM ROUTINE MAINTENANCE TO COMPLETE
RESTORATIONS OR REBUILDS.

BOB CAMPBELL,
PARK ROAD GARAGE, BARGOED.

Tel BARGOED 831938. STD code 0443

the buildings of by telephoning
Newport. For further Newport 815880.
details, telephone One of the most
Newport 244491, important industrial
extension 3655. townsin Wales at the
The Dolman time of the Chartists
Theatre hostsaplay was Merthyr Tydfil,
writtenby Mel andfrom October 21
Thomas and pres- toDecember22,
ented by Newport Cyfarthfa Castle
Playgoers entitled, playshosttoan
Never See the Day, exhibition looking at
onOctober8and?. allaspectsof the
The play examines movementinthe
the Chartist townand the
movement through surrounding area.
theeyesof the Further detailsby
leaders and their telephoning 0685
supporters. 723112, )
Forloversof Gwent Theatre will
horticulture, be touring their
Tredegar House and specially
Country Parkisthe commissionedplay
venue for thisyear’s about the Chartist
annual Newport movement through-
FlowerFestivalon out the county from
September 22, 23and October23to
‘24 whichwlill, inpart, November 25. Details
have the theme of canbeobtainedby
Chartism. Further telephoning

LLANHILLETH
HOTEL

NEAR ABERTILLERY GWENT
TEL (0495) 214267

TONY & JACKIE MORGAN welcome old
and new customers to their warm and
friendly hotel.

All parties catered for: Weddings,
Engagements, Birthdays, Dinner Dances,
etc. Large function room, seating 140,
with reasonably priced varied menu.

Please ring for details.

Tel (0495) 214267

ESTIMATING! ASK THE EXPERTS

L. W. THOMAS & LTD
ASSOCIATES

QUANTITY SURVEYORS & ESTIMATORS.

L. W. Thomas, AMASI, M.Inst., CES,
MI. CONST M., ACI. ARB

32 Clytha Park Road,
Newport (0633) 244006

Building and Civil Engineering, Estimating Service.
Construction Cast Consuftants,
Project Management.

Computerised Building Estimating.

Ring us for all your building and construction cost
requirements, new build or conversion problems.

Actual cost of repairs.
Independent cost surveyors available.

Tel Newport (0633) 244006

PONTYMISTER
BUILDERS'’
MERCHANTS

For your skip hire, general building and
DIY requirements.

FREE DELIVERY TO LOCAL AREA.
For good prices and service:
TEL (0633) 615113

Pontymister Industrial Estate, Risca.

‘Gwent VW/AUDI
~ Centre

Abergavenny (0873)
3167.

Major politicaland
civilliberty speakers
will be attending the
Chartist Rally, at
Pontllanfraith
Leisure Centre,
Blackwoodon
October28at7.00 pm.
Forinformation
telephone Pam Mills
on 0495 243510.

Atthe same venue,
Llafur, the Welsh
Labour History
Society, willbe
holding a two-day
conferenceon
Chartismon October
28and29. The
conference will
examine the effect
that Chartismhadon

‘he history of Britain.
Approximate cost,
including meals, is
likely tobein the
region of £15. Further
details from Mr
BrianDavieson

T

Cyfarthfa Castle,
Merthyr, host to an
exhibition on the
town’s links with the
Chartist movement

Newport 790311.

A Chartist Study
Week isbeing heldat
Gwent College of
Higher Education,
Altt-yr-yn Avenue,
Newport, from
October30to
November 3. Those

interestedareinvited -

to join the students to
listen tosome of the
best-known authors
andresearchersof
the Chartist
mavement. Details
onNewport 51525.
The Chartist
movementisgivena
musicaltreatment at
the Dolman Theatre,
Newport from
QOctober 30to
November4. ‘‘The
SundayBoys''isa
play about John
Frost performedby
the New Venture
Players. Ticketsare
available from the

BURTS
FELT ROOFING
COMPANY LTD

A member of the National Registered Builders Association
Newport's Leading Fiat Roofing Contractors
(Established 1963)

Telephone: Newport (Gwent) 272054;
Newport (Gwent) 856621

4 Spytty Road, Newport, Gwent.

Dolman Theatre box
office.

The Monmouth
Museum are staging
anexhibition entitled
**High Treason’’,
illustrating the trial
and transportation of
the Chartistleaders.
The exhibition runs
from November4to
January 1990.

Onthe 150th
anniversary of the
riots, children willre-
createthe march
down Stow Hill,
Newport, to the
Westgate Hotel
where the comm-
emorative sculpture
willbe unveiled. The
marchwill take place
onNovember4at
approximately 10.30
am. Further details
canbeobtained by
telephoning Newport
244491, ext 3658.

[ JOHN FRANKUM |

LADIES’ AND GENT'S HAIRSTYLIST

For professional advice on hair beauty,
call at

 JOHN FRANKU

15 BANESWELL ROAD,
BANESWELL, NEWPORT. -

TEL NEWPORT 259073.

DISCOUNT REPLACEMENT
SPECIALISTS FOR VOLKSWAGEN
& AUDI

We stock a large range of parts for VW/AUDI including
body panels, fully reconditioned cylinder heads, engines
and gearboxes.

We stack a large range of Beetle chrome accessories
including Kamei and Bug pack.

Open:
Monday-Friday
9.00am-6.30pm,
Saturday 9.00am-
3.30pm, Sunday
10.00am-1.00pm

- NEWPORT (0633) 214333 -

© +.136 COMMERCIAL ROAD, PILL,

NEWPORT, GWENT. NP9 2PH

1839 CHARTIST 1989
COMMEMORATION

PROCLAMATION

4 NOVEMBER, 1989

UNVEILING OF CHARTIST
SCULPTURE

WESTGATE SQUARE, NEWPORT
FROM AUGUST 1989 TO JANUARY 1990

ART & DRAMA HERITAGHE,
LITERATURE, GUIIDED
WAILIKS, EXHIIBITIONS

FOR FULL PROGRAMME OF EVENTS, CONTACT PETER COLE, LEISURE
SERVICES, NEWPORT B.C.

TH. 0633 244491, 3511 -
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Singing the Forbidden Hymn

MOST of Gwent's

valley communi-

ties are celebrating

in their own way

- the uprising of the
men from the col-
lieries and
ironworks on which
they were built,

" and the borough of
Islwyn is no excep-
tion.

During May, the
Borough Council’s
Leisure Services

. Department dropped
a leaflet through the
_letterboxes of most

homes in the area
inviting residents to
participate in the
festivities.

This imaginative
mailshot was a way
of ‘testing the water’
so as to gauge the
amount of interest
that would be
engendered by an,
ambitious project to
commemorate the
Chartist uprising.

It called for volun-
teers to offer a var-!
iety of skills and to
co-operate in the

production . of a

by Ann Drysdale

—

spectacular event in
the Miners' Institute
in Blackwood called
‘““The Forbidden
Hymn''.

The name was
chosen because the
hymns in chapel
were used as a means
of secret communi-
cation of informa-
tion. Praise the Lord
and pass on the
message, as it were.
Workshops began
taking place in the
Institute.

" The services were

helpers, artists,
writers, photo-
graphers, collectors
and poets.

Under the direction

of Alison Hughes, the

designer appointed
by the Council,
youngsters from

~ schools in the area

began making ban-
ners and friezes.
Alan Osborne, the
writer-in-chief, wrote
the hymn itself and
began the script of
the play. Tony Biggin
began to compose the

of all the interested
groups met together
under the overall
direction of Michael
McCarthy for a
foretaste of the
finished production.
Chants and songs
were rehearsed, and
Mynyddislwyn Male
Voice Choir made an
exciting stab at the
hymn itself.

The show was on
the road.

By November,
something really
spectacular should

be ready to celebrate
the actual anniver-

working flat out, the
three local silver
bands will be re-
hearsing the new
music and the cast
will be mouthing
their lines at the
breakfast table.

But even when it is
all over, there will be
something left. Two
new groups have

been formed as a

direct result. An
Islwyn Youth dance

group and a youth’

drama group. There
has been a heart-

ening rise in mem-

bership of many of

And, best of all,
funding has been
agreed for the am-
bitious project to
refurbish the fine old
Minérs’ Institute to
house an arts centre
for the borough.

Something lasting
will be left behind to
celebrate the
coming-together of.
the people of Islwyn
in a single cause.

Something really
worth dedicating to
the Chartist brethren
who came together

sought of a variety of music and on Jul : all those years ago to
B LIFE ASSURANCE makers, performers, Sih, represontatives oo i e o icties “ape ned e Dol of the
B PENSIONS ; participating. " Valleys. ,
B RETIREMENT PLANNING
B INVESTMENTS ontact the specialists
B MORTGAGES _ 'In clearing your scrap
B GENERAL INSURANCE '

Independent advice means choice and
that must make sensel

SPECIALIST.IN -
ACTORY CLEARANCE

® Ferrous and Non-Ferrous Metais

4Contact Buv;rr:. of scrap cnv:n :n:kmv::" °
RAY HILL ASSOCIATES paces, prompt paymen, cal

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS
1 GOODRICH COURT, LLAN-YR-AFON,
CWMBRAN, GWENT, NP44 8RY.
FIMBF OFFICE : (08333) 76100
HOME: (06333) 4191.

today:

BIRDS GWENT LIMITED

The Bird Group of Companies
Eastom Dry Dock, Corporation Road,
Newport, Gwont Tel 273221.

" SPECIALOFFER!

ST WOOLOS AUTO

REP Alns LTD BUY A chKEg & AUTOMATIC
" WASHING MACHINE
ACCIDENT REPAIRS & « £30 OFE PURCHASE PRICET
Mo’f;’___’;’f’égxsm . oy e e Jom, it e
) appliances ave a -mon parts an japour
Somerton Park Garage, Cromwell Road, gummé" wa a"dé'::g::o“r spares for sale.
Newport, Gwent. Tel (0633) 281766. BARGOED COOKER CENTRE

Fax (0633) 278547.

4 Upper High Street, Bargoed. Tel (0443) 838542

CEFN CHEMMA

Contct the
authorised

ZANUSSI CABS
NE(:TE’:#RIE( Day and night service, minibus

hire available, also parcel service
and wedding car hire.
Telephone
Bargoed 820700,

Bargoed 831929
ﬁi----- T ¥ ]

for service and spares f§
on all Zanussi products

D H smwcss LTD
3 Pentwyn Road, Blackwood
Tel: 0495 2231 61

Amst, John Goode of Bedwellty with his designs at Blackwood Mmers
Institute with mayor, Zena Creed

: Iy
, : I
A UL | TAPS | 8 SLACHAU GHENT TOURSH, 3
HPS F|NANC|AI. SERVICES , ' il - For free information, tick the required boxes, fill in 1
= Plumbing and yo:r name and address, cut out the coupon [ |
Heating and post to:
73 CHURCH ROAD, NEWPORT. Contractors and - Claire Jenkins, 4 i
MO RTG AGES YOUR LEADING FISHING Maintenance Touriem Offer. i
i . aenau Gwent Borou
immediately available TACKLE DEALERS - All types of Municipal Offices, v -
} (Subject to status)  main Agents for ABU, SHAKESPEARE, A . 3 .
. . DAIWA, BARBOUR, ZZIPLEX, SUNBRIDGE, plumbing work Civic Centre, Ebbw Vals.
We are tinancial advisers and can PATEKE, MORTON, STEPHENS. undertaken. B Tel 0495 350555 ext 2535 S |
offer FREE and FRIENDLY advice on all * ggdgw‘g‘:"\zg Duilt %o your specification, Industrial & | B Smort's Bridge . I
aspects of house purchase. *Frepsh Ragworm, Maggots and Casters Domestic Gas [ | Blasnau Gwent Attractions - g
THE COST OF A PHONE CALL always available, and Frozen Baits. j Servici van Bach Park - 8 |
* South Coast Wrecking Trips and Boat Trips ervicing. [ | and B Canal O
COULD SAVE YOU POUNDS o ) P i Tili Sirmowy Valley Walk a |1
PLEASE CONTACT * Lr: me ;n;r;t' a"a?gce:&m Match Rod d Cel'amlc T"'ng' ' Clydach Gorge Caravan Site [m] l
T O 1on O n Matc 8 an
RICHARD BRYDON . SHEENA NELMES Glass. _ Underground g Discover Clydach hanwane 0
2/4 Skinner St, Newport. Tel 0633 256636 *5xtelnsivg Fri:ngge of hBé:at/Beach Rods on’ Leaks. g:lcovor tGhllm.:‘em o Hort Tean 8 '
ispliay, Caroon ac asters. . scover the Nantyg! tage Tral '
8 The Paraﬁ:ugfr:::‘!gﬁrggé33 72717 * Stockists of ABU and MITCHELL spares, Insurance Work l . Blaon,u Gwent Chartists a l
or 0495 304996 6.75 metre Roch Poles. Undertaken . Name: [ |
GARETH HUGHES . JUDITH HAMMITT Excellont Range of Fly-Tying materials and PONTYPOOL | 1 1
62 Cardiff Road, Caerphilly. Tel 0222 882274. % We also do Mail Order by return of post. .
Haktax (SW] Lut trading as HPS Finsncil Services 1 % VAN and MINIBUS HIRE also available. (04955) n |
F-Mhnm‘l:v England No '2"07.9901 e ] TEL NEWPORT 25491 0 5041 6 ' Tel l;é i
LI : R o o o o o o A A
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- THE FORBIDDEN HYMN

President of all the immortals

Lord of the rocks and of my thoughts won
Lord of the knowledge of fuman pain
Lord nf the sadness in the rain

Inthe shadow of the vale

@he burning brightuess of the sun

Force that on the anuil forged feavt
Bring together people nf the globe

Lord of the power and the peaceful make
Lord of the bivth and the wake

O us will bestow again

@hye beautenusness of thy vohe

THE BOOKSHOP

Open Daily 9.30-5.30pm, Thursday 1pm
For a lasting gift we have a real feast of exciting new
books for all ages
* For books not in stock, a 24 hour ordering service
+ Out of print books supplied
* Fine and rare books bought and sold

Parliament of all the common life

Lords of the fields and all stock might
Lords of the sedition and fitful fear
HLords of the uotes and the grasping peer

" Alan Osborne (left) pnctured here wnth actor, .
Lawrence Evans -

= Do you want to

Larg?sl stockist of Alexander Cordell books in the UK gn ﬂ‘!t gallnmﬁ anh tht hnat oS foxtym
29 BROADT 3T(1§glg’T7 g%ﬁENA\’QN @hg htpﬂﬁﬂhﬂﬂ of pur l’lgl]t .:+. professionally?

o + We run courses giving up to dste

e * « current techniques training for the
* o+ texturer. Using asbestos free
\® ‘e compounds.

Weekly courses held monthfy.

NUTREX

Training School

Muystery inthe light of the skies
Keuealing through I feel gour soft gaze

ROSE-IN-TWINE ord of the touch who's Lowing hand du hesl

— FLORIST —

we,fiiﬁ:&i%‘gﬂ?ﬁiﬂ&ﬁ” Lord of the mending 3 can feel 580, iTa approvedcoues
ROSE-IN-TWINE I the moment of a day Tel 0633 281074

@ht nearness nfgum‘mn‘et lway LIGHTS, PANELS, BUMPERS, GRILLS,

TOWBARS for the following:
Cortinas, Granadas, Fiestas, Sierras, Orions,
Cavaliers, Novas, Astras, Carltons,
Montegos, Maestros, Metros, Rovers,
Escorts, Alpines

r Gouernment of all our active strength
Reunlt in the kernel of the nut

Heople of the storm at the Bastille
People of vur green flag start the wiheel

— FITTED IF REQUIRED.

BLAINA 290606

LIMITED

SILK S CREEN P R/N TERS : mhtn ﬁﬁ[k to ﬂ‘!t plﬁnﬁ th hlltt Open: IOam-Bpwe&mdsayS' 10am-5pm,
VEHICLES LETTERED WHILE Lord’'s sake keep gour big mouths shut! Atso, genorsiservicing and repars and Mig wding

Seven-day money-back guarantee.

~ NOW IS THE TIME FOR WINTER SERVICE

* MoT while-u-wait. % Wheel balancing. * Full service & repairs.
* Wheel welding. * Chassis alignment. % Vehicle recovery. -
% Crypton tuning.

YOU WAIT OR SUPPLY ONLY

Magnetic Signs, Builders’ Site Boards,
Estate Agents’ Signs, etc.

STOCKISTS OF SCHOOL OF
MOTORING DISPLAY BOXES

Tel: 0633 211511

-J. & A. PHILLIPS

BUILDING SUPPLIES & SMALL PLANT HIRE
Sand. Cement, Patio Slabs, Chippings, Bricks, Blocks, Spar; Plaster,

Plasterboards. Timber, Coving, Chipboard, Plyboard & Hardboard,
Artex, Loft Insulations and LOTS MORE NOW IN STOCK: Polypipe,
Underground, Rainwater & Plumbing Supplied at TRADE PRICES.
HIRE OF CEMENT MIXERS. LADDERS, SCAFFOLD TOWER,
ANGLE GRINDERS, Etc.

o L] o
13a Harrow Road, Newport, Gwent | WHSIREVEARE 2?3:2;2:':{1 i:;‘;’v‘“si'i‘v;ﬂém “compotine prces - N
_ riendly;_helpful sta :
AUTO SERVICE

PATIO SLABS from 95p + VAT

SPECIAL SPRING OFFER ON EMULS!
5:litres WHITE {VINYL SILK & MATT)
5 litres MAGNOLIA (VINYL SILK & MATT)
NITROMORS STONE PAINT (5 litres) .
(All-including VA

13 GRANVILLE LANE. TEL 244073

ROGERS & SMITH

LLANFRECHFA WAY, CWMBRAN. TELEPHONE: (06333) 70460

(Good ality)

Celebrate the Chartists’
Anniversary at

*Wallpaper *Psints

*lronmongery

*Timber & Supplies

*Tiles & Accessories *Tools

*Carpet Cleaner Systems for Hire
Small Tool Hire

*Strippers *Drills etc

Free Delivery Service

For a Personal Service &
Professional Advice

8-6pm

c : Mon-Sat
Hotel - 9am-1pm

Sun Morns

=]

430 Corporation Rd, Newport.
Tel: NEWPORT 0633 252106

_
[}Z'.'FJ

]

Cromwell Road

(Next to Motorwell Garage). Ope(r; MonFl 8am-5pm; Sat, Bam-
pm

| GWENT TYRE
SERVICELTD

You will be miles better off
when you shop at

GWENT TYRES

We stock a full range of car tyres, commercial
lorry tyres, industrial tyres for fork trucks and
caravan and trailer tyres.

Please ring for our best price.

FREE Wheel Balance with every
.two new tyres purchased.

GWENT TYRE SERVICE LTD

GRANVILLE STREET, NEWPORT

NEWPORT MUSEUM
AND ART GALLERY

John Frost Square, Newport, Gwent,
NP9 1HZ.

* Displays of original Chartist relics.

* Exhibition of Chartist times.

* Chartist souvenirs available in
museum shop, including — T-shirts,
mugs, information packs, Chartist

pub. ications.
CHARTIST
(Except bank

S RS

Admission free. UPRISING

Tel (0633)
840064.

Open: Mon-
Thurs, 9.30-4.30;
Fri, 9.30-4.30;

_ Sat, 9.30-4.00.

. Newport Borough Council Leisure Services Department

TEL (0633) 266791

R. TUTTON
MOTORS

Albion St, Newport.
24-Hour Car
Recovery Service

Servicing, Repairs,

Welding and MoT.
Preparation on all makes
_of Car and Commercial
Vehicles.

. FREEESTIMATES .
‘“We won’t turn you
away’”’ .
Tol Newport
(0633) 266021
After normal hours

(24-hours)
(0633) 858889

|
e
X

—
——d
e

o i
T T TR T R I S S T T S 51 7 17 - 5 e s PO, .
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Inn was a Chartis

LODGED in the
newly discovered
flagstones of The
Three Horseshoes
‘'was a 1812 token to
be spent in a Tre-

degar Iron Com-

pany truck shop.

Maybe it was dropped,

by a Chartist. For the
‘public house at the
:Merthyr Tydfil was a
regular meeting place
for Chartists according
‘to records, said licensee
.Mary Horvath who was
also thrilled to discover
- & 1862 penny when the
plastic tiles that had
concealed the
flagstones for so long
were removed.
. “Ihad wanted the pub
for many years. I used
to go to the school -

Cyfarthfa Castle
Grammer - just across
the years. Now

schoolfriends come into
the pub. I love the sense
of history about it. So do
my regulars and many
have given me items

handed down the family .

to display,” said Mrs
Horvath who also has
items that used to
belong her
grandparents on show
and believes The Three
Horseshoes to be the
most historic pub in
Merthyr.

A boardéd wall which
was also stripped awy
when the pub was closed
for six weeks and com-
pletely gutted revealed
a marvellous fireplace.
Nestling in the chimney
were two clay pipes.

A folding wooden door

JANET YOUNG discovers a

Merthyr pub

steeped in

Chartist history

has been left as it was
and is an interesting
feature of a well area
which makes an ideal
‘‘snug.’” It was once a
room where people slept
and lived and a hole in
the breast of a chimney
once used for smoking
bacon now as an in-
keeping iron door fitted
over it.

The stone walls are
more than four feet
thick in places. The oak
beams in the pub are
original but Mrs
Horvath obtained the
church pews that form
the seating in the ‘‘spit

FRESH FLOWERS DELIVERED DAILY
FROM OUR NURSERIES.

Large selection of Silk and Dried flowers,

_ Teleflorist Service.
FLOWERS & GARDENS

House plants.

and sawdust’’ pub in
Yorkshire. The sawdust
covered flagstones are
cleaner that most public
house floors she claims
for the flagstones are
washed daily and fresh
sawdust put down.

New parts will also be

reminiscent of the days
when mine hosts were
Daniel and Catherine
Llewellyn (1832-1839)
and the Chartists met
and the Home Secretary
sent a spy, William
Griffiths, to infiltrate,
said Mary who has
copies of reports of
Chartist meetings in
The Three Horseshoes.

Minutes of a meeting
on Sunday evening,
August 28, 1842, includes
this passage (with
David Rees speaking):
““There has been one
battle between the
Chartists and the Ty-
rannical Force 'in this
neighbourhood and I am
happy to say the
Chartists won the day of
the Battle and not one of
the Chartists lost a
grain of their hair; and

- that Battle was, that the .

Unit 2, Market Entrance, High Street, Newport.
Tel: (0633) 211755.

LEWIS TAXIS

(Established 1963)

Local taxi service with everything.
* Helpful drivers
* Fleet of London cabs for shoppmg (easy access
for prams)
. % Local bus service
% Special airport, long distance cars
* % Minibus 8 and 16-seater
* Express delivery and collection services
* Special converted wheelchair cab

TEL ABERGAVENNY 41 40/5988

CAR BODY
STYLING KITS

Fibne KCits of Howpent
Car Styling Kits in High Quality Fibreglass.

Most Popular Kits in Stock, eg Sierra, Manta/Cavalier,
Orion, Cortina, RS Turbo, Saab 9001, Escort, Capri,
Saab 1001.

Reliable, Prompt Delivery and Cheapest in the South West.
Either call in or phone for a quote.
UNIT 31A EAST MARKET STREET, PILL,
NEWPORT, GWENT. -

W U ()

BRIDGE ST, BLACKWOOD, GWENT.
TEL 0495 225664

PROP: GRAHAM SUMMERILL

H[:AI%PETS CARPETS . CARPETS

You want them, we've got them/
Come along today and browse around our
. showroom
OVER 8,000 SAMPLES T0 )\g
o itons, INICF
Specialists in Axminster and Witons,
Domestic and Contract Carpets
— All leading makes supplied . "vcwims
VERTICAL/RO!.LER BLINDS MADE TO MEASURE -
1,000s of Rugs, including Oriental Designs in Stock
So, for personal attention and reliable =
E ) service contact us

YE OLDE FORGE
PUBLIC HOUSE

For a friendly and relaxing atmosphere we
provide accommodation, excellent meals and the
facility of a function room.

SUNDAY LUNCHES OUR SPECIALIT. Y
REAL ALES

Contact us now for any further information:
ISLWYN ROAD, OAKDALE, BLACKWOOD
(0495 228919)

Janette and John invite
you to

THE TOP HAT
CWMTILLERY -

Book your wedding/Special Occasions early
for 1990. Our function room holds up to 260
and is ideal for your office or factory Christmas parties.

BOOK NOW! (a few dates for 1989 available)

Free live entertainment every Sunday evening, a
large comfortable lounge, a pool room, skittles alley
and darts. Car park facilities.

Everyone welcome. Tel (0495) 216342.

sanctuary

Haunt of Chartists, The Three Horseshoes, Merthyr

men were too cunning
for their enemies. The
Police force thought
that we should be so
Ignorant as break the
peace. But they have
been deceived and we
won the battle that day
over them. Very well
the Military force they
should have to pepper
us with Powder and
Ball. They sent 60 Sol-

diers to Tredegar and.

forty to Dowlais, now
vou see how we weaken

their ranks and gain the
day without the loss of
one grain of hair and I
hope you will keep
within bounds till such
time, that you see you
are  strong enough
yourselves to oppose
these Tyrannical Law
that hang over our
heads’...

In a History of the
Hamlet of Gellideg by
¥. H. Pedlar, published
in 1930, in a passage

BRYNMAWIR
TYRES

Bailey Street Garage, Brynmawr, Gwent.
WE SUPPLY ALL MAI%(ngg NEW AND REMOULD

COMMERCIAL TYRES AVAILABLE UPON
REQUEST.

Open seven days a week.
* Friendly service * Competitive prices % Free fittings
* Prompt service %« Roadside service (if required).

Telephone: (0495) 313598.

QUEENS HILL BODY REPAIRS

ALDERNEY STREET,
NEWPORT.

For all Insurance Repair work, Accident
Repair work, Resprays and Undersealing

CALL THE EXPERTS

TEL 827840

J. & M. SLATES
& SALVAGE

Top Quality Second Hand Welsh Slates
bought and sold

We also strip roofs -
For 24 hr service telephone:
DAYTIME 0222 889216
EVENINGS 0222 832009 OR 0222 832072

Unit 4, Acorn Workshops,
Harold Wilson Industrial Estate. Caerphiily

'ENJOY CAMPING AT -
- RHEWLFARM

Three miles from Severn Bridge and
Chepstow. A hide-a-way camp site

with shops and petrol only a mile away.

First turning right opposite New Inn,
Pwllmyric, on A48.

Ring Mirs Morgan NOW on
(0291)7244

'The Dolphin Inn

for a warm welcome in a
friendly-run pub.

Bar Meals 11am-7pm,
Every Day Except Sunday.
Evening Meals, 8.30pm-11pm

Sunday Lunches Available
(Last Booking Saturday Lunchtime).
Good Range of Beers, Wines & Spirits.
Everyone's Welcome — So Don't Miss Us!

1
i\
NG,

The Dolphin Inn, Dolphin Street, Newport. @ 256087, 2 9) ’B
VI IRY LTINS

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE
REPAIRS & SPARES

Washing Machines, Microwaves, Cleaners,
Cookers, Large stock of spares for most
makes.

Reconditioned Autos from t70
Free delivery.

Why deal with a ‘Phone Number’ when you can deal with an
established company for the same price and get real service.

Open 9am to 5.30pm Monday to Saturday.

Phone now and talk to an engineer, not an answering
machine.

M. A. Hill & COLTD. .
201 Corporation Road, Newport. -
PHONE 254297 )

* Find us in Yellow Pages

concerning Merthyr of
1859 there is a reference
to Cyfarthfa Church and
the comment: ‘‘Close by
is the old hostelry
known as the Three
Horse Shoe, kept for
many years by that
quaint old personality,
William Stephens, who
was greater in girth
than he was in length.
Will Stephens, as he was
opularly called, was,
in spite of his extensive
waistline, a great all-
round sportsman. He
hunted hares and rab-
bits with his dogs for
many years over the
land of the Cyfarthfa
Company. The entrance
to the stables of the old
hostelry, at the side of
Aberdare Road, took
the form of a big stone
arch, which does not fail
to attract the attention
of strangers passing by.
What could have been
the " purpose of the
building at the head of
the flight of steps which
rises alongside and over
the archway? This is a
very unusual sight.”’

The Theee
Horseshors
i

The original
Chartist meeting
place, restored to
its original
concept.

A new extension
added, will be
opening shortly, in
October, in which a
new Iounge and
restaurant will add to
the prestige of the
inn.

Atmosphere and
comfort is paramount
for our customers
where they can relax
in an historic setting.
The restaurant will
provide a la carte
meals as well as an
excellent wine cellar.

Telephone for
future bookings

MERTHYR
(0685)
722523
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A FEW days before
the Newport rising,
a labourer by the
name of Samuel
Victory spent an
afternoon buying
drinks for three
privates of the 45th
regiment, sta-
tioned in the town.

He earnestly asked
them, “If the people
turned out, would the
soldiers fire upon
them,” and told them
to, ‘‘Hold out in manly
cause as they were
holding out...and by this
means we would have
half-a-crown a day.”’

He must have been
persuasive because two
days later, they des-
erted, got rid of their
uniforms, and went to
Blaenafon to find work.
They were unsuccessful
and were soon arrested.

‘When the troops of the
46th fired out of the
Westgate windows into

“‘Ishall this
- nightbe
) enga gedi m
astru ggle
for freedom
“and should
itplease God
to sparemy
hte I'shall
seeyou soon
‘butifnot,
grievenot for
‘me, Ishall
fallina
noble cause’

the crowd, they killed at
least twenty Chartists.
Among them was
George Shell,
nineteen-year-old cabi-
net maker from Ponty-

pool.

He had written to his
parents, ‘‘I shall this
night be engaged in a
struggle . for freedom,
and should it please God
to spare my life, I shall
see you soon; but if not,
grieve not for me, I
shall fall in a noble
cause. My tools are at

Cecil’s...”” Also

-

among the dead was
John Davies, a carpen-
ter who was secretary

0O O The Chartists August 15, 1989 [ O

‘Grieve not for me’

Dby Brian Davies

of the Chartist lodge at
Pontypool.

At one of the or-
ganised meetings in the
weeks before the rising,
the Abersychan dele-
gate - an old soldier who
had fought at Waterloo -
had forseen a violent

The banner of the Scotch Cattle, most militant

enforcers of worker’s rights. From the play

“Treason’ by Gwent Young People’s Theatre in
Education

conflict and had said
that he and his men
would not rise unless
they had a list of those
they were to remove,
for the only way to fight
was to attack and re-
move the officers and
those who administered
the law.

As the crowd moved
down the valley, stop-
ping the furnaces in
Pentwyn, Varteg and
Abersychan, the works
manager at the British

Rumours spread that
the Chartists intended
taking Capel Hanbury
Leigh, the lord lieute-
nant of the county.

At Pontypool, where
there was a strong
Chartist lodge, a few of
the local leaders backed
out at the last minute.
John Lewis Llewellyn, a
beer-house keeper at
Pontnewynydd who was
the treasurer of the
lodge, took no part in
the rising. Neither did
William Shellard, a
shop-keeper, who
explained to one of his

now, we have tried long
enough to have it by
peaceable means...We
intend to take the great
men of the country first
a.;ltd to confine them in a
P: s

Those from the East-
ern Valley who did get
to Newport were led by
Solomon Brittan, a
miner from  Garn-
diffaith. The Aber-
sychan area was the
stronghold of Chartism
in the valley, as it was
the stronghold of the
Scotch Cattle and the
early trade unions. All
these movements were

move
oppression.
A few month earlier,
William Woods, the
works manager at the
British, had written
urgently to the home
secretary to report that,
at a Chartist meeting, it
had been said that the
works did not belong to
‘the owners, but to the
workmen, and they
‘would soon have them.
Fear that this was a
real possibility accounts
for the severity with
which the Newport
rising was put down.

economic

customers, “I suppose
we are determined to
have it (The Charter)

Iron Works, William
Woods, narrowly
escaped capture.

related, and political
reform was seen as a
means by which to re-

Brian Davies is curator
at Big Pit Mining
Museum, Blaenafon.
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Commercial and
Domestic glazing
Cut size glass

Double Glazed
Units
Unit22,

Leeway Court.
Tel:

T Sl %

(0633) 282338 4}

Newport Engine Gearbox Centre

462 Caerleon Road, Newport

Factory Reconditioned Units

ngines, from £160
Pt £226
G rb from £80
{Fitted) £120
chnchnmtod'mm £60

MoT work undertaken : Steam cleaning : Budget engines and gearboxes.
Al units tried and tested with 3 months minimum wasranty. 24 hour service.

Tel: 266727 anytime.

’

The
Out-Of-Town
Shop With

hn Town
Fashions

Selection of
dresses, skirts,
jackets,
knitwear, suits
and :
separates.

%

) PRINCE
3 lﬂﬂlm not trot along for
Exqmmz Home (!hmkzh

atmnnphm

For further details:
Tel Muriel on

(0495) 200365

BLACK

-
-

AN I

* ‘ ‘411'1} }

CHEN QUALITY AT THE RIGHT PRICE

Choose the people with the proven track record, you'll be glad you did!l

MTM KITCHENS

' KITCHEN SHOWROOM &WORI(TOP
. "CENTRE . .
UNIT 6 BRIDGE STREET, TREDEGAR

Tel: Cwmbran 73012. ShOWroom
Tredegar 71821 5(24 hrs.) -
BETTER BY DESIGN

Babytime
Fushions

ﬂgfaﬂhfa Qustle ﬂusmm
-ng\mgueddfa Castell Cyfarthfa

UNIT 46-48 IN SHOPS. . S o, ks 0l

KINGSWAY SHOPPING %‘:‘&F&?ﬁ:ﬁ&%‘é&ﬁ“&?mﬁm
CENTRE, NEWPORT. 1635, and i 1851 was attacked during the Chartist
: TEL (0633) 244762_ . The collections on display reflect the important part

Merthyr played in the Chartist movement, including a
§ painting of the 1816 rising by Penry Willlams, and
| other ephemera linked with the movement, as well as
: other aspects of Merthyr’s radical history including
! Kier Hardie, the first Labour MP elected to
parliament.

‘CHARTISM IN MERTHYR’ — a specially
commissioned exhibition will open in the museum,
October 21 to December 22, 1989, commemorating the
150th Anniversary.

OPENING TIMES: April-September Mon-8at 10-6pm; |
Sun 2-5pm. Oct-March Mon-Sat 10-5pm (closed 1-2pm),
Sun 2-5pm (closes 1 hour earlier on Fridays).

ENTRANCE CHARGES: 30p adults, 15p children,
OAPs, UB40s, School parties free during school hours.

Looking for something special, |
then why not pay us a visit. &
Large selection of designer

baby and childrenswear \
always in stock including
Belart, Bobbydazzler, Chris-
-topher David, ~ Petite Claire, .
Sarah Louise and many more.

Also stockists »of
Emma Jane Nursing Bra’s.

ParcCyfarthfa, Park

Merthyr!‘ndlnl erthyr Tydtil,
Morgannwg Gan Mid Glamorgan..
CF478RE. Tel (0085) 723112 CF4718RE

Now under new management

Heritage

Coffee House and Licensed

VACARA’S

ESTABLISHED 1888
LLANARTH STREET

OFF JOHN FROST SQUARE
The mﬂieliﬁrermm 2 NEWPORT
16O y &o -~#pm ,
Monday-Friday. Telephone: 264150

Menu which includes Breakfast,
Homemade Pastries, Cakes and Ples.

The Restaurant, 7.30pm-late,
Friday & Satuday.
A new menu with lots of choice.
TRADITIONAL SUNDAY LUNCH

% Specialists in Fish and Chips.
Fish fried in home-made batter.

'4* B50-seater Restaurant.
* Take-away facilities.

* Pies, Pasties, Sausages also
available.

£4.95 per person.
Child portions available. * A free delivery service for party
‘ number of 15-plus is offered, within
P 2 and outside normal trading hours.
Heritage
Station Street, Abersychan. Monday-Wednesday/Saturday, 11am-7pm.

Telephone (0495) 774205.

Thursday-Friday, 11am-7.30pm.



ggge 18

Mihael

0O O The Chartists August 15, 1989 I I

Foulkes and ucy Stevens,
_underground as nine year old children

'The Rising

TO commemor-
ate the 150th an-
niversary of the

- Chartist Upris-

ing Newport
borough council
commissioned

Gwent Theatre
in Education
Company to

uest-Logic=l td=—

SECRETARIAL SERVICES
*Word Processing * Photocopying
* Spreadsheets *CVs
# Reports * Thesis

*Desk Top Publishing % Audio Typing
% Overhead Projection Slides -

# Computer Hardware Dealer

* Computer Graphic Printing

Manufacturing Technology Centre, A1 the Avenue,
Cleppa Park, Newport, Gwent, NP1 SUG.
Telephone {0633) 816118. Fax (0633) 810387.

‘]I  Telephone (0495) 291914

o “‘Which Mower To Buy?”’ ¢

HIGH CROSS
ELECTRICAL LTD

Electrical Engineering Contractors
to the Industrial and C cial

world — Distance is no object.
For the complete service from
Design to Instaliation — Free
estimates — Full call out facilities.
National Inspector Councl for
Electrical Installation .
Approved Contractor.

Unit 9 Evtol Ind Est, Portland Street, Newport, NP9 2DP.
) Tolephone Newport (0633! 216897.

COG &
PETAL

present two
plays.

The first, ‘‘The
Rising 1839 was
devised for nine to
eleven-year-olds.
Already it has been
seen by 4,600 chil-
dren at The Drama
Centre, Aberga-
venny, Cross Keys
College and Tre-
degar House, New-
port. South Wales
Argus theatre crit-
ic Wendy Flynn

wrote: ““This
dramatic recre-
ation " of - the

Chartist Uprising

High Street, Blaina.

| &Ilmdﬂammywmma;mmsm&andbnmm
publ!

lI Come and sample good homecooﬁg food at reasonable
prices. !

WESTERN FARM &/
'GARDEN POWER

Garden Machinery

T T T B TV T BN R T T R T T o e T T Ty
WNFLIGHT : HAYTER : FLYMO : MOUNTHELD : STIHL : HONDA

Look at and choose from the largest range of
Mowers/Strimmers/Ride-on’s/ATU’s and
Chain Saws in South Wales!

‘“Where to buy from?’’

The company that offers a good deal, best
back-up in South Wales!

For July we also offer
712 MONTHS FREE FINANCE
Giveus a tryl

Trained mechanics and large stock parts and sundries.

Easy parking : Bestvaiue H Large cholice
Free-demo : Assembly : Delivery : Professionaladvice
NEWPORT | NEWPORT | GOWERTON | LLANDOW | BRIDGEND
(0633) (0633) (0792) (04463). (065%?
840068 259414 873241 5668 662604

fired the imagina-
tion of the young
audience.....an
excellent produc-
tion."’

The second play
‘“Treason’’ is cur-
rently being de-
vised for com-
munity audiences.
After the premiere
at the Newport
Centre on October
24 it will tour to
community venues
throughout Gwent
and South Wales
trying to reach as
many people as
possible.

Although dealing
with the same
subject, ‘“Treason’’
will take -‘a dif-
ferent approach
and will be a com-
pletely new pro-
duction. Music and

‘songs will feature

as an integral part
of the play.

“Treason’’ will
also be presented
to fifth and sixth
formers in Gwent
comprehensive
schools. Like the
first play it was
written by mem-
bers of the theatre
company. Taking
part

are Gary
Meredith, John
Lovatt, Michael
Foulkes, Lucy
Stevens, Erica
Eirian and Tim
Riley. Research

was alded by Mr
Leslie James, edu-
cation officer
based at Newport
Museum and Mr
Brian Davies, edu-
cation. officer at
Big Pit,

rbund the workes'table left to right, Michae! Foulkes, Gary
Merideth, Lucy Stevens, John Lowett, and Diana Cox

Gary Merideth holding the chartists banner

Keep the Chartist spirit alive
with Islwyn Labour Party

Annual Chartist Rally
Saturday, October 28, 7pm

Pontllanfraith Leisure Centre,
National and international speakers

\@

Mombonhip
details
Contact
PAM MILLS
Newbridge
{0495) 243510

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR MOTHERS!

Cradle %aqs

Enables you to hire items of nursery equipment that
you need at a fraction of the cost of buying them.

* x*CarSeats * .
* Double Buggies *.
* Play Pens *

¢ Baby Walkers * W~
- * High Chairs * -

Tel Sally 0633 - <y,
272038 anytime -

St :
VEHICLE BODY BUILDERS r
* INSURANCE WORK
* RESPRAYS
% WELDING plus

* ALL REPAIRS AND BODY
WORK

YOU BEND 'EM,
WE'LL MEND ‘EM....
. T&D

MOTORS,

UNIT 8 JOUNSEY
TRADING EST,
NEWPORT,
GWENT, NP9 0DX g

TEL 0633
244691

FLOWERS AT
TREDEGAR
HOUSE

between
22-24 September, 1989
11am-6pm each day

Many of the beautiful rooms of
Tredegar House will be adorned with

TRE D E (GAR magnificent floral decorations inspired

by the period decoration of their
surroundings. A rare chance to see this
beautiful art set in the finest Country
House in South Wales.
Price: £2.50 Adult; £1.50 Concessions; Family £5.
Programme 50p

For further information contact 0633 815880
PART OF THE CHARTIST ANNIVERSARY

HOUSE -

Bevan’s Wine Bar
& Restaurant

64 BETHCAR STREET, EBBW VALE.
TEL: (0495) 301291.

The In-place for the over-21s
LIVE MUSIC FIVE NIGHTS
A WEEK

All meals under £4.60 per head

Example: T-bone Steak, Salad, Peas, Chips,
Mushrooms and Onions, £4.50.

We invite you to our

WEEK-LONG CHARTISTS
PARTY

Traditional Welsh fare of 1839 and entertainment.

Monday, Oct 30 to Saturday, Nov 4, 1989

Your hosts: ROY & SANDRA
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THE silence surrounding the on-going.

excavations of Blaenafon Ironworks
belies a past in which it was described
as ‘‘Akin to entering through the gates
of Hell.”

Sulphurous smoke which made the
daytime sky yellow and the nights red
mingled around the sweating workers and
beasts of burden as drams carrying raw
materials clattered on their way to feed the
furnaces.

Although it was strictly forbidden to
discull the formation of sccieties to
organise labour, the masters themselves
were part of an organisation which kept
wages uniformly low throughout the iron

at lit the Illg

industry. Workers who were branded as
‘“troublemakers’”> for discussing the
formation of unions could be, and
frequently were, banned from working
anywhere in the area.

In the early part of the nineteenth
century, children as young as five were
employed in the Ironworks and, by the time
Puddlers - who spent much of their time
staring into the glare of the molten iron -
:)vl(:;g in their mid-twenties, they were often

Today, the works draws attention as a
valuable relic of our industrial past. A
reminder of uncompromising and
unlamented times.

Are you anemplayed’ Bored at
‘home? Single/lone parent?

Married woman?

Who needs full/part-time work?
(Child care allowance)

1) ADMINISTRATIO‘NICLERICAL
— MODERN OFFICE TECHNOLOGY
2) COMMUNITY CARE
3) CONSTRUCTION SKILLS
 4) HORTICULTURE/AGRICULTURE
OCCUPATIONS

5 HIGH EDUCATION (DEVELOPING LEARNING

MATERIALS)

6 CARETAKING — SCHOOLS, LIBRARIES,
CLEANING AND SECURITY

CITY & GUILDSIRSA PITMANS . NATIONAL VOCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS
WE NEED YOU — CONTACT US Now!!!

Mr Ray Huckin, Training Co-ordinator. Tel 0495 56566/56414, between
8458m445pm

7 Chartist Tower,
Upper Dock Street,
Newport, Gwent. NP9 1DW.

Tel: (0633) 259446

DEPOSIT

£20*

Per Person

ON ALL WINTER 1989/90
SUNSHINE & SKIING HOLIDAYS

BOOKED BEFORE 31st AUGUST ‘89 N
*Available when purchasing JETSAVERS nominated insurance "-4 '

at time of booking.

ABT
78005

Branches at:

O ANDOVER

O CHEPSTOW O MONMOUTH

FUSSELLS

proudly celebrate their

CENTENARY

YEAR fg \

)y

in JOHN FROST

SQUARE

(Scene of the Chartist Riots)

Shop at the store which is
100 years young.

Telephone:
Newport 259634

%
NS o

1889-1989
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When a small flame flickered

THE Republic of
Britain.

It has been sug-
gested that this was
the aim of some of
the Chartist leaders
who were looking to
establish, not only
the short-term aims
of democracy for all,
but the complete
. overthrow of the
* ruling system of the
country.

Within the lifetime
of some of those on

the march, a workers
army had risen up
and toppled one of the

most powerful and.

charismatic
monarchies in the
world.

Across the channel,
in France, the ordi-
nary citizens had
overthrown the
ruling class and
despatched them
bloodily in their
thousands to make
way for a ‘‘Citizen’s

Republic’’.

BUYING WINDOWS
OR DOORS?

FProbably the Best Value for Money in Gwent/
Also ask for our supply onty price list
CHEPSTOW HOME IMPROVEMENT
Bulwark Service Station, Bulwark Rd,

Chepstow

TEL (02812) 70888 daytime,

The workers
Gwent and Glamor-
gan held no personal
animosity toward the
young and misin-
formed Queen Viec-
toria but much
toward those repre-
sentatives of the
ruling classes who
most affected their
daily lives.

Some local iron-
masters, such as the
Quaker, Guest, were
more popular than
others, but all grew
wealthy by the ap-
palling exploitation
of those who worked
for them.

Women, and chil-
dren as young as five,
worked twelve hour
shifts of hard labour
in dangerous con-
ditions - the top wage
was less than two
pence per hour - and
their men were de-

{Jby Bob Rogers

these and other in-
justices.

Prior to the Truck
Act, workers were
still payed in tokens

which were only
exchangable for
goods at the company

shop, which charged
well over the odds for
basic foodstuffs and
materials for clothes.
Slavery was alive
and well.

In addition to the
class discrimination
that was rife
throughout Britain,
the workers of the
Welsh valleys suf-
fered racial discrim-

ination which, in its-

way, was as vehe-
ment as any modern
apartheid.

They were
forbidden to speak
their native language

- a crime for which

their children were
punished by being
forced to wear yokes
bearing the words
‘‘Heathen’’ or ‘‘Sav-

age’’.

Clergymen ap-
pointed by the
owners preached
obedience and
gratitude to the
masters who had

been kind enough to
offer them work, and
threatened eternal
damnation to anyone
who became involved

in the ‘‘Satanic”
unions.
Leaders, such as

Frost, captivated the
workers with their
speeches. Here were
men with an elo-
quence and education
to rival the masters,
and they were on the

_ opportunity.

There were many
who doubted victory,
but these were, it
seems, carried along
in the euphoria of
Even
those who saw defeat
as likely felt that
little could be lost by
attempting to break
the chains. Life was
an endurance test
and their cause was
just.

In Newport, on that

cold and wet morning
in 1839, a small flame
of freedom flickered
as working people
attempted to rid their
land of dictators -

they were branded as
traitors. Precisely a
century later they
would be called upon
to keep the flame
they had lit burning -
and this time they
would be heroes.

[ F. W.MORGAN
(Builders Merchants) Ltd

STATION ROAD, CHEPSTOW

FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING
MATERIALS, WITH DAILY DELIVERY

service 'REE!

Phone F. W. Morgan on 02912 6728,
alsoat:

(0495) 222377 (svening).

nied a voice to tell of

side of the oppressed. Altensbank Boad, Cardift el (22 Tt Fax (222) S1r007.
: Morel Street, Barry. Tel (0446) 748886, Fax 49669,
They offered real 109/155, Oowtitridgo { mfccdm Tel imzz) 378068,
hope. : Fax (0222) 87207

PONTHIR ROAD
SERVICE STATION

HYUNDAI

The only main dealer in Newport.
SALES — SERVICE — TYRES — MoT.
Forecourt and car wash open 7 days a week.
Ponthir Road Service Station,
Caerleon, Gwent. Tel (0633) 420563

EMM an
JAY'S

3 BROAD STREET, ABERSYCHAN
TEL Pontypool 0495 772301
Clothes for all the family at

'ROCK BOTTOM PRICES

Jeans from £4.99
T-shirts from £2.99
Puma T-shirts only £5.99
Leather coats from £35

Why not pay us a visit, we promise you
will not go away disappointed

The

3 Course Wedding Breakfast.................... £11.956

Our Special Wedding Offer which includes 3 drinks.
3 Course Restaurant Menu fromunder ........ £10.00

Our restaurant is available for private parties, buf-
fets, discos. Monday to Thursday nights at com-
petitive rates for engagements, birthdays or any
other celebration.
Meais in the Lounge Bar fromunder-.............. £2.00
Why not enjoy a drink and a meal in our extensive
flower gardens with views overlooking Twm
Barlwm.

Pentre Lane, Llantarnam,
~ Cwmbran.

MODERN DESIGNS OF STYLE AND ELEGANCE
B ;;:;: ul'( A chance to add a touch of originality to any room with furniture

Tel (06333) 3130 & 3368.

Hosts: JANET & JOE KITCOTT

SEVERN INSULATION
COLTD

THERMAL INSULATION ENGINEERS

INDUSTRIAL AND PUBLIC WORKS
CONTRACTORS

ASBESTOS REMOVAL SERVICE
LICENSED SPECIALISTS
Somerton Works, Lioyd Street,

Newport, Gwent, NP9 OIN
Telephone 0633 274239
Thermal
Insulation
Contractors We are "'“”g”m
A i become NSOrs
Ssoclation Newport Encerprise Agency

QUEEN'S
HOTEL

Bridge Stro?‘t Nowpoﬂ Gwent,

Telephone (0833) '262992.
Fax (0633) 267474.

*43 bedrooms, all with colour TV, radio, telephone, tea _..d coffee

making facifities and most with private bathroom.

 Our restaurant. The Carving Table, serves generous helpings from a

selection of succulent roast joints and other dishes. [t's excellent

valus.
*Relax with a drink in one of our two bars.
* Ample parking avaflable in nearby public car park.
*Dry-cleaning service. «Night porter.
*Full range of conference and meeting facllities for up to 80 people.
*Well-placed for reaching all the major commercial and industrial
centres of Scuth Wales

Visiting Bryn Bach Park?
Callin at

THE NAG’S HEAD
TAFARNAUBACH, TREDEGAR

* * *
Good Beer © Real Ale ® Bar Meals Available All Day.
0ld Fashioned Sing-a-long Saturday and Sunday Evenings.

Beer Garden with Victor The Viking for the
children — Family Room Now Available

Children’s Meals Available.
@ (049525) 2867

designed for today from top designers.
« bedroom, etc. ”'

It5 Quality that Counts

Roys{ Dz;:a/;gnd Mmto;v Ay/'7lsrey rt‘im:(dWeblt Corci:e(;:) Cut

90 High St, Blackwood.
Tel: 224893.
49 High Street, Newport. Tel. (0633) 267059. g ¥
BED & BREAKFAST — 8 Rooms En-suite

We have everything you mquu-e for your home, tounge and
i LB i ITaka advantage of our extensive selection of idsal wedding Gg;frs by
From £15 per night Single.

From £25 per night Double.

Bar, Lounge, Fine Real Ale

Morning Coffee and Evening Meals
Available.

2 (0633) 267059

"CAR AND PORTABLE TELEPHONES
COMPETITIVE PRICES, EXCELLENT SERVICE

Al prices include full installation. All mobiles include hands free facility.
30 second billing §
£120.

MOTOROLA

4800X MOBILE

4800X TRANSPORTABLE...
4800X TRANSMOBILE....

NOVATEL
352 (ETACS) MOBILE

11E MOBILE (New Model)
9A PORTABLE
PARASORIC

C80 TRANSMOBILE.. ;£399.00

Many other makes and mo: ces subjl

celptyc\V a signed airtime agreement with direct debit. Free itemised billed &

inciuded in contract. All prices subject to VAT. Delivery and installation
usually within 48 hours.

\Delta Cammucatlons

37 PONTMORLAIS, MERTHYR TYDFIL, MID GLAM.
Tel: (0685) 722224.




